
EXTRA-ORDINARY JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

As you know by now, our Holy Father Pope Francis has declared an Extra-ordinary Jubilee Year 

of Mercy to be observed throughout the Universal Church, 

beginning this week on December 8
th
, the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of Mary, and concluding on the 

Solemnity of Christ the King next year, November 20
th
.  Below 

you will find some details to help all to understand the great 

graces and the great opportunities that this year contains.  It takes 

on an added significance for us in this parish as we have been 

honored to have our Immaculate Conception Church designated 

as the “Pilgrimage Church” with a “Holy Door.”  The 

implications and meaning of that are explored below. 

As we prepare to offer hospitality to those who will pass 

through the Holy Door for prayer in our church, I pray we will 

commit ourselves anew to offering hospitality in our own hearts 

and homes, as well as in our community and our church, to all 

who are in need of encountering the merciful gaze of the Lord, 

the merciful outreach of His boundless and unconditional love – 

through our eyes, open hearts, and outstretched arms!  It is what 

is at the heart of being a disciple!  May all encounter His mercy 

in us as we rejoice and appreciate ever more deeply the mercy He has so lavishly poured out upon us! 
 

In His Love, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is A “Jubilee Year”? 
 

In the Catholic Tradition, a Holy Year – or Jubilee – is a great spiritual event, a graced time set 

apart.  It is a year of forgiveness of sins, of reconciliation between adversaries, of conversion and 

healing, and of receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and consequently of solidarity, hope, justice, 

and commitment to serve God with greater joy, in peace with our brothers and sisters. 

The origin of a Christian Jubilee goes back to the Old Testament.  The Law of Moses prescribed a 

special year for the Jewish people, usually occurring every 50 years.  It was a time for letting go of 

grudges, making restitution, forgiving debts, liberation of slaves, and leaving the land fallow.  It is called 

a “Holy Year” not so much by its events, but by its desired effect – to lead to a greater holiness in the 

lives of the people of God.  If a Jubilee is proclaimed outside of the 50 year time slots, it is called extra-

ordinary.  In l983, for example, Pope John Paul II proclaimed such a year to mark the 1950
th
 anniversary 

of Redemption of the world.  Our Holy Father, reading the signs of the times and sensing the urgent 

need for all to rediscover mercy and to extend it, has made the declaration of this “extra-ordinary” year. 



Pilgrimage & the Holy Door 
 

Pope Francis explains, in his Apostolic Letter on this Year:  “The practice of pilgrimage has a 

special place in the Holy Year, because it represents the journey each of us makes in life.  Life itself is a 

pilgrimage, and the human being is a pilgrim traveling along the road, making his way to the desired 

destination.  Similarly, to reach the Holy Door in Rome, or in any other place in the world, everyone, 

each according to his or her ability, will have to make a “pilgrimage.”  This will be a sign that mercy is 

also a goal to reach and requires dedication and sacrifice.  May pilgrimage be an impetus to 

conversion:  by crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace God’s 

mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others, as the Father has been with us.”  So, 

pilgrimage is an internal journey of the heart.  It involves casting sin aside and making a deliberate act.  

Passing through the Holy Door symbolizes that as we enter through Christ Himself who is the Way (the 

door), the Truth (to be proclaimed), and the Life (to be lived), we are seeking to be renewed in our life 

of discipleship.  Whether we go on pilgrimage and pass through the Holy Door of St. Peter’s or one of 

the other major Basilicas of Rome, or go to another well-known pilgrimage site, or to our diocesan 

Cathedral Church, or to one of the area churches our Bishop has designated (our Immaculate Conception 

Church being one of them), if this is a true desire to draw upon His mercy and heed the call to show 

mercy more faithfully, abundant graces await us!  Our Holy Father wanted to make it possible for all to 

experience the great graces that flow from pilgrimage, hence, his desire that local bishops designate 

some churches in their diocese, in addition to the Cathedral, to be pilgrimage sites and have a Holy 

Door.  The door at St Peter’s will be opened on December 8
th
.  The others throughout the world – here 

included – will be opened on Sunday, December 13
th
.  The Holy Door here will be the front door to the 

right of the center doors as you look at the façade of the church.  It will be specially marked and 

decorated, and will display the scroll the Bishop presented to us as its designation.  The Solemn 

Opening will be in the context of 10:30 Mass on December 13
th
 here. 

 

Specific Aspects of Living the Year 
 

This year can be embraced fully by acts of prayer and embracing opportunities to show mercy and 

charity.  Activity can include participation in various communal prayer opportunities that are offered in 

Pilgrimage sites, our church included.  Other opportunities include passing through the Holy Door, 

making visits for prayer and adoration, coming for Confession, and participating in Holy Mass and 

Communion.  These opportunities enable us to obtain the indulgences of the Holy Year, which can be 

applied to one’s self or departed loved ones.  In addition to these prayerful opportunities, one can 

consider embracing the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy more fully.  In upcoming weeks, via 

bulletin inserts, we will explore these and what our local opportunities might be as a parish – as well as 

awakening you to some opportunities that might be in your everyday life, just waiting to be recognized 

and embraced. 
 

Let’s pray for one another as we enter this great time of grace together!  Watch the bulletin for the 

many diverse opportunities for both prayer and action that we will hold out in our parish and in our 

church as a Pilgrimage Site.  Let’s whole-heartedly accept our Holy Father’s invitation from the 

Apostolic Letter with which he announced this Year for the world: 
 

“I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time for the Church, a 

time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective…  We want 

to live this Jubilee Year in light of the Lord’s words:  Merciful like the Father… I present, 

therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee Year dedicated to living out in our daily lives the 

mercy which the Father constantly extends to all of us…  In this Jubilee Year, may the 

Church echo the Word of God that resounds strong and clear as a message and a sign of 

pardon, strength, aid, and love.” 

 ~ Misericordiae Vultus 


