
LENT 2016 
A call to Celebrate and Imitate the Mercy of God 

 

A number of opportunities for prayer and enrichment are offered to you in our parish 

community this year.  We urge you to live this Lent like never before! 
 

WEEKLY LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Weekday Mass 
Two options are offered each day to give everyone an opportunity to join us a few times a week: 

 

  8:00 AM ~ St. Catherine - Monday through Saturday 
 

12:10 PM ~ Immaculate - Tuesday, Thursday 
 

  7:00 PM ~ Immaculate - Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Using different reflections each week, we will pray the stations each Friday at St. Catherine at 8:30 AM and again at 

7:30 PM at Immaculate Conception.  We will also pray the Stations in Spanish each Friday at St. Catherine at 6:00 PM. 
 

Lenten Lamentations 
On three Sundays of Lent (February 28, March 6 & 13), we will gather for this half hour of sung reflective prayer and 

Benediction focused on the Passion of Christ, at 6:00 PM in IC Church.  This service is in the style of the Advent 

Evensong we offered this year.   
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for those who would like to come early for personal prayer at 5:30 PM, and will 

remain exposed after the devotion until 7:00 PM, for those who may wish to linger.  Confessions will be heard from 

5:30 to 5:50 and then again after the service. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed every Thursday from 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM, at St. Catherine. 

 

Liturgy of the Hours 
All at our Prayer & Adoration Center, St. Catherine Church: 
 

Morning Prayer (Lauds) will be prayed daily at 7:40 AM, prior to Holy Mass.   

Evening Prayer (Vespers) & Benediction will be at 7:00 PM on Thursdays. 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
We will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet together at 3:00 PM each Thursday during Adoration day at our St. Catherine 

Church.  A meditation from the diary of Sr. Faustina will also be read as part of this Jubilee Year Lenten Special. 
 

Confessions 
 

Monday – Saturday after 8 AM Mass (SC) 
 

Monday & Wednesday at 6:30 PM (IC) 
 

Tuesday & Thursday after 12:10 Mass (IC) 
 

Saturday at 3 PM (IC) 
 

Sunday at 3:45 PM (IC) 
 

Sunday before/after 6 PM Lamentations (IC) 
 

 



 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 2016 
Enrichment, Renewal, & Jubilee Year of Mercy Specials 

 

WOMEN'S BREAKFAST GATHERING 
All women are invited to come together to explore “Beautiful 

Mercy” in this morning of reflection to kick off Lent in this 

Jubilee Year on Saturday, February 13
th
, from 9:00 to 10:30 

AM in St. Catherine Church Hall.  Bring a breakfast treat to 

share.  Coffee, tea, and juice provided.  RSVP to Kathy Kelleher 

by Ash Wednesday, February 10, by calling 978-943-1972 or 

emailing KQK625@comcast.net. 
 

MAN UP!  MEN'S MORNING 
All men are invited to come together to kick off Lent with a 

morning of insights, challenges, prayer, and fellowship from 9:00 

AM to 12:00 NOON on Saturday, February 13
th
, at Immaculate 

Conception Church Hall.  Details are on one side of the insert in 

this bulletin, with form to clip and return by Ash Wednesday 

(February 10) on the bottom.  Don't miss this great opportunity! 
 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Fr. Gary will offer two Monday night talks after the 7:00 PM 

Mass in our Immaculate Conception Church on deepening our 

appreciation of our Catholic Identity: 
 

WHY CHURCH? 
On Monday, February 15

th
, (7:30 PM) we will explore why 

the Lord didn't just say “goodbye, be good people, be 

spiritual,” but rather, established a Church – He the head, we 

the members.  We will explore what St. Paul and documents of 

the Second Vatican Council can teach us about who we are. 
 

THE HOUSE FOR THE CHURCH 
On Monday, February 22

nd
, we will explore the Catholic 

“things” in our liturgy, architecture, church furnishings, and 

such.  Discover the “why” behind all the “stuff.” 
 

YOUNG ADULTS TOB NIGHTS 
All young adults (18 to 30 something) are invited to take part in 

this three-session series to gain insights into JP II's Theology of 

the Body and to be strengthened in living out the challenge to live 

out the abundant life that God had in mind for us!  Often in our 

culture, lust replaces love, objectification replaces appreciation, 

friendship and romance is cast aside by a “hook up” and self-

absorbed culture, and pornography destroys lives and relation-

ships.  Christopher West offers dynamic, relatable, and thought-

provoking insights into why sexuality isn't bad – it’s great – and 

why no one should settle for less than all it can be! 

SUNDAYS – February 14, March 6, April 3 

Immaculate Conception Church Hall at 5:30 PM for simple 

supper, followed by video presentation and opportunity for 

discussion.  Wrapping up by7:30 PM. 
 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
These days of prayer and peaceful witness will be coinciding with 

Lent and taking place all over the country.  Locally, we gather on 

the sidewalk for prayer and witness before the Lovering Health 

Center in Greenland, where abortions are performed.  Various 

local parishes are given a day as their day for presence and 

prayer.  Ours is Monday.  Could you spare some time on 

Mondays between 7 AM and 7 PM?  If you'd like to commit, 

there is a signup sheet in the back of the churches, or, you can just 

come as you are able.  We do have a group that will regularly 

gather for prayer each Monday of Lent at 9 AM – all are 

welcome!  (If unable to be present, why not offer special prayer 

and sacrifice on Mondays for the culture of life to be embraced by 

all without condition?) 

MERCY MUSINGS 
These reflections will be offered at 7:30 PM in IC Church, after 

Holy Mass at 7:00 PM, on three Mondays – February 29, 

March7, and March 14.  Fr. Gary will explore what the scrip-

tures teach us about the meaning of mercy, the “why & how” 

behind the Sacrament of God's Mercy in confession, and insights 

into the Divine Mercy messages to St. Faustina.  Some evenings 

will include witness as well as teaching.  Come to any or all 

three! 
 

TWILIGHT RETREAT 
Join us on Thursday, February 25

th
, from 6:00 to 9:00 PM in St. 

James Church Hall for an evening of dinner, reflection, prayer, 

and fellowship.  We will welcome guest speaker Deacon Dean 

Lachance, presenting on “Mercy begins with me!”  Watch for 

flyers with details and registration form.  Deadline: February 21. 
 

SMALL DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS 
What does “intentional discipleship” mean?  A great opportunity 

to find out, explore scripture, reflect, and share faith and 

fellowship awaits you in informal settings with small groups of 

other “seekers” who want to grow and deepen their faith!  Groups 

will meet weekly from the last days of February through the 

beginning of April.  More info and a form to register can be found 

on flyers at the church doors.  (See insert in today's bulletin too).  

Please register by Sunday. February 14. 

 

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD 
For this Jubilee Year of Mercy, our Holy Father has asked 

churches all over the world to observe 24 hours of Adoration, 

with ample opportunity provided over these hours to draw on the 

Lord's abundant grace and mercy in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  The weekend he chose is the fourth Sunday of 

Lent, when the Gospel of the Prodigal Son is proclaimed and the 

vestment color is Rose – Laetare Sunday (a Sunday of Joy over 

the Mercy of God)!  Since we are a designed Pilgrimage site with 

a Holy Door, this takes on an added significance in our parish.  

Save the dates – join us!  We will intercede before the Lord 

exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament for these 24 hours for a 

return to confession on the part of all who may be fearful or who 

think themselves unforgiveable.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

FIRST FRIDAY, March 4
th
, opens the time of Adoration & 

Reconciliation with a Solemn Mass at 7:00 PM.  This will be 

followed by a candlelight procession all around the church, 

bringing Jesus in the monstrance to close proximity of 

everyone in their pews throughout the church.  This is the 

“touch the hem of His garment” procession that we offered last 

June that was so much appreciated!  Inspirational song for 

prayer/reflection will accompany this time. 
 

ADORATION will then continue all through the night and all 

day on Saturday, March 5
th
, until the start of 4:00 PM Mass.  

Exposition will resume after the Mass until concluding services 

and Benediction at 8:00 PM that evening. 
 

CONFESSIONS will be heard into the night on Friday, 

March 4, wrapping up at 10 PM, and then beginning again 

early Saturday morning, March 5, and continue periodically 

throughout Saturday and ending just before the closing services 

at 8:00 PM.  Spread the word!  Watch for more!  You won’t 

want to miss this grace-FULL Jubilee Year special! 


