
SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR NEW 

GOVERNANCE AND NEW FACILITY TO PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE 

 

School scheduled to open for the 2017-18 academic year 

 
On Wednesday, May 11

th
, Fr. Gary unveiled exciting plans to open a new, state-of-the-art Catholic 

school facility in Portsmouth at the beginning of the 2017-18 academic year. 
 

Under the proposal, the new school will be renamed Saint Patrick Academy and will be located on 

Campus Lane (in the Community Campus off Lafayette Road). The proposed school will feature a brand-new 

18,000 square foot school building that is designed to promote energy efficiency and environmental 

sustainability, including solar power.  The new space will support project-based learning, individualized 

learning plans for each student and programming flexibility.  The new approximately 8-acre campus will 

include playing fields, tennis courts and access to nature trails.  Saint Patrick Academy will also have use of the 

beautiful Community Campus gymnasium.  Overall, the new campus enables nature to be part of Saint Patrick 

Academy’s mission to educate the whole person.    
 

As part of the move, the school will also transition from a parochial school to an independent Catholic 

school run by a lay board of directors from the Hope for Tomorrow Foundation. The Hope for Tomorrow 

Foundation - which is led mostly by local community and business leaders - will assume full fiduciary 

responsibility for the school. The school will remain in its current facility on Austin Street until the new school 

is completed. 
 

“This is an extraordinary opportunity to build a world-class Catholic school facility in one of the greatest 

cities in the world that carries on the traditions built over the last almost 150 years at Saint Patrick School,” said 

Jim Broom, Founder of the Hope for Tomorrow Foundation. “We intend to uphold and build upon the Catholic 

values of Saint Patrick School to prepare students to be compassionate, responsible, faith-filled and empowered 

to make a difference in the world today.”  Broom added, “We are thrilled about our new campus adjacent to the 

Community Campus and adding to the fantastic work they are doing for Seacoast kids and residents.” 
 

Similar transitions to independent Catholic school governance models are taking shape across the 

country in cities like New York and Philadelphia with great success. The new school has received full support 

from both the Diocese of Manchester and Fr. Gary Belliveau, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, the current home 

of Saint Patrick School. 
 

“This new model of Catholic school governance will help us to ensure the continuation of Catholic 

education in Portsmouth, securing the future of a history that goes back to 1868 when the first parochial school 

in the city was founded,” said Fr. Belliveau.  
 

Amy Schwartz, Chair of the Seacoast Foundation for Health Board of Trustees, said, “Our entire Board 

is excited to welcome St. Patrick School to the Community Campus.  We all agree a partnership with the Hope 

for Tomorrow Foundation will be a meaningful one, and will expand our mission to serve the children and 

families of the Seacoast in a positive way.”  
 

The Hope for Tomorrow Foundation has entered into a purchase and sale agreement with the 

Foundation for Seacoast Health for the property for the new Saint Patrick Academy campus and will be seeking 

the required approvals from the City of Portsmouth in coming months to build the new school.   

 

Q & A flyers contain more information and can be found at the church entrance.  A 

gathering will be hosted by The Hope for Tomorrow Foundation on Tuesday, May 17
th
, 

at 6:30 PM in the school cafeteria for anyone who missed the May 11
th
 meeting and who 

may want to attend. 


