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The Pastor’s Musings 
 

Dear Family in the Lord,  
 

As we celebrate Mother’s Day and move through this month of 
May, the Church invites us to pause and re-appreciate the great gift we 
were given by Jesus on the cross:  “Behold your Mother!”  The evan-
gelist goes on to say, after Mary was 
entrusted to us all, through the apostle 
John present next to her at the foot of 
the cross, that “the disciple made a 
place for her in his home.”  Does she 
have a place in ours?  In our hearts?  Is 
she a powerful intercessor who we 
seek out to join her prayers and praises 
with our efforts as we go to God in 
prayer?  Does her witness of trusting 
faith guide us when we have trouble 
stepping out?  When we receive Jesus 
in Holy Communion, do we seek to 
take Him to those we encounter in life 
– as she does when, after conceiving at 
the Annunciation, Mary goes to Elizabeth, carrying the Word made 
flesh within her womb, rejoicing with her cousin over this life within 
them, and then reaching out to serve her pregnant cousin in her needs? 

 

We just observed the 100th anniversary of Mary’s first 
apparition at Fatima.  These visits continued on the 13th of each month 
from May through October in 1917.  She came to draw us to her son 
Jesus, to show us the way.  I hope this month of May finds us drawing 
closer to her, looking to her example as we see her revealed in scrip-
ture, asking her intercession, honoring her in our homes, and asking her 
to lead us closer to Jesus.  Remember, you can never love Mary too 
much. No one loved her more than Jesus!  St. Louis de Montfort, who 
encourages Consecration to Jesus through Mary, reminds us that if God 
chose to come to us through Mary, why would it surprise us that we 
should go to Him through Mary? 

 

True devotion to Mary never ends with her.  She always leads us 
to Jesus!  In the Hail Mary, we use the angel’s words to greet her and to 
praise her Son, and then we simply add:  “Pray for us sinners now and 
at the hour of our death.”  Because we are sinners, weak and limited, 
we can’t ever go to God as He deserves and as we would like, so, we 
ask her to come with us!  We ask her, who first adored Him in the 
manger of Bethlehem and held him up for shepherds and kings, to aid 
us as we approach communion or come to adoration, to add her praises 
to ours.  We ask her to help us “hold Him up” by the daily words and 
witness of our lives and in our opportunities as she did in that 
Bethlehem stable. 

 

Don’t let this month slip away, this month of Mary, without 
trying to get a little closer to this one who is among us, praying with us, 
as she was with the early Church awaiting Pentecost’s outpouring of 
the Spirit.  Our statue of Mary with hands folded in prayer reminds us 
of that.  Let your devotion be true.  Follow her way to get closer to 
Jesus and bring others closer to Him in your vocation as she did in hers.  
Our Icon reminds us of this “true devotion” as she points to the Christ 
Child in her arms, and He points to her! 

 

Yours in His Love, 

The Week at a Glance 
 

Monday, May 15 
 

Tuesday, May 16 
Pivotal Players – 9:00 AM (SJ H) 
Pivotal Players – 6:30 PM (SJ H) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Wednesday, May 17 
Prayer Cenacle – 2:00 PM (SC C) 
 

Thursday, May 18 
Exposition/Adoration – 8:30AM-5:00PM (SC) 
St. Patrick School Mass – 9:30 AM (IC C) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Friday, May 19 
CERS Group Meeting – 7:00 PM (SC H) 
Italian Class – 7:00 PM (EDPC LL) 
Called and Gifted Workshop – 7-9PM (SJ H) 
 

Saturday, May 20 
Called and Gifted Workshop – 9-4 (SJ H) 
Rosary – 3:30 PM (IC C) 
 

Sunday, May 21 
Televised Parish Mass – 10 AM, Channel 98 
RCIA – 11:30 AM (NH) 
Music Ministry Rehearsal – 11:45AM (IC C) 
Choir Practice Spanish Mass – 12:30 PM (SC) 
Rosary – 1:30 PM (SC C) 
Spanish Mass – 2:00 PM (SC C) 
Bible Study in Spanish – 3:30 PM (SC H) 

 
KEY: 
IC = Immaculate Conception 
SC = St. Catherine 
C = Church 
H = Hall 
SPS = St. Patrick School 
EDPC = Eileen Daly Pastoral Center 
LL = Lower Level 
VH = Vianney House (rectory at IC) 
NH = Nazareth House (former rectory at SC) 
SO = SHARE Office 

 

   



May 14, 2017                          Corpus Christi Parish                       Portsmouth, NH 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Intentions For Holy Mass 
 

Monday  MAY 15 St. Isidore 

   8:00AM SC Francis & Helen Hyland, by Ann, 

Catherine, and Frank 
 

Tuesday  MAY 16 Easter Feria (weekday) 

   8:00AM SC Mary Kelley, by Kathleen Watson 
 

Wednesday MAY 17 Easter Feria 

   8:00AM SC Kathleen Morrissey, by her Family 
 

Thursday  MAY 18 St. John I 

   8:00AM SC Barbara Reidy (1
st
 anniversary), 

   by Conni & Charlie Lawrence 

   9:30AM IC St. Patrick School Mass – open to all 
 

Friday  MAY 19 Easter Feria 

   8:00AM SC Robert & Mary Emma Christopher, 

   by Sue Ford 
 

Saturday  MAY 20 St. Bernardine of Siena 

   8:00AM SC Peter Braseth 
 

  Vigil 6
th
 Sunday of Easter 

   4:00PM IC The 26 deceased members of the 

   USS Squalus, by Betty Ricci 
 

Sunday  MAY 21 6
th
 Sunday of Easter 

   8:30AM IC Gerald Brown (5
th
 anniversary), 

   by his Wife & Family 

 10:30AM IC Joseph Parmentola, by his Family 

   2:00PM SC in Spanish Celebrant’s Intention 

   4:30PM IC Pro Populo (For our Parish Family) 
 

To schedule Mass intentions or for sacramental 

records, please see Marilyn Chavez at the Eileen Daly 

Pastoral Center, or call 436-4555. 
 

Our reflection of God’s generosity to us! 
 

Weekend of May 6/7, 2017 
 

 Envelopes/EFT $   11,693.00 
 Loose $   1,730.38 
 Total $ 13,423.38 

Last weekend 244 envelope/33 Online Giving users 

contributed 87 % of our income. 

Poor Box Donations $ 735.68 
 

 
We encourage you to check out Online Giving (OLG), a 
convenient way to contribute “automatically” to our 
parish!  Start at the homepage on our parish website:  
www.corpuschristinh.org, scroll down to “Registration 
& Online Giving,” and follow instructions for “First Time 
User.”  If you don’t use the Internet, you can still 
establish an account as a “managed giver” where we in 
the office can set donation preferences for you.  If you 
have any questions, contact Norm Houle at 436-4555, x16 
or aa2.ccnh@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 

It is our joy today to welcome a group of our children to 

the Eucharistic table for the first time during our 10:30 

AM Solemn Mass!  A warm welcome to family and 

friends who are joining the kids and their parents and 

siblings on this special day!  Our prayers and best 

wishes go out to our children: 

Lucy Broom  Nicholas Lombardi 

Ryan Charland  Jack Mahoney 

Cheryl Cunningham Dominic Marshall 

Isabel Getman  Andy Paine 

Cayla Gonzalez  Carmen Philbrick 

Wyatt Hoffman  John Riddle 

Baylor Horvath  Jack Tribbett 

Daniel Korth 
 

 
 

Happy Mother's Day 
To all our moms, we extend best wishes for a wonderful 

day as we celebrate all you do and all you mean to your 
family!  At each Mass this weekend we lift up all our moms, 
living and deceased, in our prayers, with the names of all 
enrolled in the Mother’s Day Spiritual Bouquet presented at 
the altar in the Offertory Procession.   

 

Birthright Flowers for Mother’s Day 
Seacoast Birthright friends and volunteers will have car-

nations available at the church exits after the Masses this 
weekend. A $1.00 donation is suggested to help keep Birth-
right’s free confidential services available to women facing an 
unplanned pregnancy.  We offer a gentle, loving alternative to 
abortion.  To make an additional donation, please make checks 
payable to Seacoast Birthright.  Thank you. 

 

Thank You! 
A word of thanks to all who help support the work of 

Birthright and New Generation in our Seacoast community 
through baby bottle cash donations and items dropped in the 
crib for the recent Baby Shower that wrapped up last Sunday. 
Thanks also to those who purchased a flower or two for mom 
or Mary today and helped Birthright's efforts to reach out to 
those in unexpected or crisis pregnancy situations. 
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Parish News 
 

NEW!   Prayers This Week, Please! 
Our seminarians Joe and Mike are in final exams this 

Monday through Thursday and would be most appreciative of 
your prayers.  Fr. Gary asks that you join him in giving thanks 
this Thursday, May 18th, as he celebrates 32 years of 
ordained ministry as a Priest of Jesus Christ. 

 

NEW!   Catholic Charities Appeal 
Envelopes and informative brochures are now at the 

church entrance for this year’s annual appeal.  Your pledge or 
one-time gift helps our Diocesan Church to respond to those in 
need among us as we hear described in the response of the 
early Christian communities in the Acts of the Apostles.  
Many count on the programs that this annual appeal makes 
possible throughout the State.  Please prayerfully consider 
what you can do and return the envelope via the collection by 
the end of May. 

 

NEW!   Things Looking Brighter! 
Thanks to the generosity of a parishioner who wishes to 

remain anonymous, we have been able to replace all 14 hang-
ing pendant lights in church with bright, energy efficient, cost-
saving LED bulbs that have a 50,000 hour lasting time.  So 
many commented on the quality of the warmer light and the 
enhanced light it brings to the whole church.  Just over three 
years ago we put in new lighting with dimmable settings to 
enhance the sanctuary, but until now, the body of the Church 
had still remained rather dark and in the “eerie” florescent 
glow of the former bulbs.  In addition, a new chandelier has 
replaced the florescent office ceiling light that was at the 
church entry area beneath the choir loft.  The sacristy had a 
new chandelier installed this week with matching wall sconces 
for better quality lighting as well. 

Many thanks to our generous benefactors who are making 
it possible to make these improvements and upgrades in our 
beautiful church. 

 

NEW!   Called Home to the Lord 
We remember in prayer the repose of the souls of Alice 

Sterry and Bernard Percarpio, whose Funeral services/ 
Masses were celebrated in our parish recently.  We also 
remember in our prayer the repose of the souls of parishioner 
Anne Parmentola, and of Ivan Lund, brother of parishioners 
Pauline and Yvonne Lund.  To their families we extend our 
heartfelt sympathy and prayerful support as well. 

 

Sanctuary Lamps 
 

The sanctuary lamp at St. Catherine Church will 

burn for Mary Gogan this week, requested by her family 
 

At Immaculate Conception Church, the sanctuary 

lamp will burn this week in memory of Jill Armitage, as 

requested by her husband Phil. 
 

At the St. Joseph altar, votives will burn in memory 

of Joseph & Marie Fleming, requested by their daughter 

Peg Ibscher. 
 

 

Academy Update 
 

NEW!   Meet & Greet A Hit! 
On Thursday night, May 4th, our school community had a 

great night of fellowship and heard of the vision and plans, 
and caught the great spirit put forth by the new Head of 
School for St. Patrick Academy, Mark Schwerdt!  Much ex-
citement has been generated for sure!  July 1st is coming soon, 
and that's when we officially make the transition from St. 
Patrick School to St. Patrick Academy, and Mark begins his 
service as Head of School. 

 

NEW!   Blessing Given! Ground Broken! 
The construction of the new St. Patrick Academy has now 

gotten underway! A beautiful Mass, pause to give thanks on 
the steps of the present school, followed by Blessing of Site 
and Groundbreaking on the Community Campus property off 
of Banfield Road, then a great time of food, fun and fellow-
ship on the new site took place yesterday, on the 100th 
Anniversary of Fatima.  We put the whole project, as we 
placed the school just over five years ago, under Mary’s care.  
Fr. Gary gave the Academy a beautiful statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima to eventually be placed in the new school lobby as a 
link to the day of groundbreaking with Fatima.  This statue, 
which Fr. Kerper had given and displayed in St. James 
Church, was used each of the past five months for our First 
Saturday devotion series.  It was carried from church yester-
day (May 13) after Mass in procession to the front steps of the 
present school and then over to the new site. 

 

NEW!   Enrollment Open! 
The Academy will open the 149th year of Catholic 

education in Portsmouth this August using the current school 
building while the new facility is under construction.  Then, in 
August of 2018, the 150th year will be marked by starting in 
the new!  At this time, enrollment opportunity is open for the 
Academy’s 2017-2018 academic year with special deals for 
tuition and a “Founder's package.”  It is our desire to make 
Catholic education possible for ALL who want it for their 
kids!  Don’t say it’s impossible till you’ve checked it out!  
Call 436-0739 or visit admissions@stpatrickacademy.org.  
Take a virtual tour of the new school at www.stpatsweb.com.  
Spread the word! 

 

20/20 WINNER$ 
 

$25 Winners ~ Week 12 
 

 # 189 Bill Niland 
 #   87 Liam & Conall Johannesson 
 

 

Traveling Vocation Icon 
This week, Annie Osborn will receive the 
Icon of Jesus Knocking at the Door into her 
home and intercede in a special way for Joe, 
Mike, and all in formation, for those 
discerning, and for many vocations to rise up 
from our community. 
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Memorial Day Mass 
Immaculate Conception Church 

 

Looking ahead, we remind you to save the date/time 
(Monday, May 29, at 9:00 AM) to join us in our 
Immaculate Conception Church for the annual Mass 
offered for all those who are interred in our Calvary 
Cemetery and in the older St. Mary Cemetery.  It’s a 
beautiful way to start your day, lift up our departed 
to the mercy of God, and remember those who gave 
their lives in the cause of freedom and peace. 
 

Please note: 

• The location of the Mass will be Immaculate 

Conception Church, NOT the cemetery. 

• There will be no 8:00 AM Mass at St. Catherine 

that day. 
 

 

Calvary Cemetery 

Rules & Regulations 
 

• Flowers and urns on extended bases of monuments 
are allowed during the summer months. 

• Other floral arrangements may be placed at graves up 
to two weeks before and may remain for two weeks 
after Memorial Day. 

• A “carry in/carry out” policy should be observed. 

• Only veterans’ organizations may place flags on 
veterans’ graves; no other flags/banners are 
authorized. 

• Seasonal displays not removed within two weeks 
after Memorial Day will be disposed of. 

 
Save the Date! 

 

Movie Night 
Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4thththth    

5:00 PM5:00 PM5:00 PM5:00 PM    
 

St. Catherine Church Hall 
 

The epic Biblical story of the Resurrection, as told 
through the eyes of a non-believer. What happened 
to Jesus in the weeks following the crucifixion? 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday May 19, 7:00 – 9:00 PM 

Saturday May 20, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

Corpus Christi Parish  ~  St. James Church Hall  
 

God is calling you to a unique purpose in life, a work 
of love that only you can do.  You have received gifts 
in Baptism and Confirmation through which God 
intends His love to reach others. The Called and Gifted 
process is an opportunity to start to recognize your 
charisms (spiritual gifts) and begin to discern God’s 
call.  Come and discover these charisms.  The Called 
and Gifted weekend is a Friday evening and Saturday 
daytime presentation which includes teaching on the 
role of the laity, the nature of charisms, call, and voca-
tion, and how to undertake the process of discernment.  

 

To register, contact Roxanne in the Office of Evangeli-
zation at 436-4555 or evangelize.ccnh@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

Steubenville East: 
Ever feel like you’re the only Catholic in the room?  Not 
here! Join over 2000 other Catholic youth from all over 
New England for a weekend of excellent speakers, great 
music, and Jesus.  Dates: July 14-16, 2017 
 

For more information or questions, please contact Brittany 
at youthmin.ccnh@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 
Check Out Our Photo Galleries 

 

We have some beautiful photos of the St. James Church 
Farewell Gathering, which were taken by Jean Nelson, 
posted on our parish website:  www.corpuschristinh.org. 
There are also photos of the recent Interfaith Engagement 
Project Potluck Supper.  You can see both photo galleries 
either under “Quick Links” on the homepage or on the Photo 
Gallery page.  Check them out! 
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New Parishioners! 

In this Easter Season of new life, we welcome new life 
among us – those who have decided to make Corpus Christi 
their parish community!  And so we warmly welcome: 

 

Ralph & Lyndsey Bens, Dale 

Richard Bolton 

James Broom 

David Brown & Claire Vojick 

Francis & Catherine Coleman 

Corey & Janelle Clark, Jackson, Anna 

Amy Daniels 

Mary Devaul 

Joseph & Elizabeth Dimino, Christopher, Alexander 

Cody Driscoll 

John & Rosemarie Glynn 

Kate & Paul Jepson, James 

Lawrence & Margaret Kingsbury 

Kearn & Nancy Knowles 

Stephen & Joan Kula 

Emily Langlais 

Jessica Long 

Ellise & Conall Loughlin, Audrey, Thomas 

David & Victoria Mailhot 

Annetta, Dorothea, and Shirley Marconi 

Bruce and Joanna McCafferty, Angus, Douglas 

James & Susan McHugh 

Stephen Munton 

Kathleen Nelson 

Kevin & Susan O’Leary 

Ingrid Olmstead 

Rani Paul & Tony Thomas, Rachel, Davis 

James & Kristen Pisani, Joshua 

Richard Stevens 

Meaghan Thornlow 

Richard & Bethany Valente, Gentiana 

Gregory & Rebecca Walker 

Deborah Watson 

Mary Patricia Weeks 

Anthony & Isabel Zieja, Alessandra 
 

Want To Join The Parish? 
If you've been attending Mass here for a while and are 
considering membership, please know that we would be 
happy to have you make our parish family yours!  Start by 
introducing yourself to Fr. Gary after Mass so he can con-
nect names and faces. Then, go to www.corpuschristinh.org, 
call Mary Kay in our office at 436-4555, or ask Fr. G for a 
registration form to fill out for our Census and you'll be 
“officially in”!  Invite others you know who may have no 
parish family, or who have fallen away from practice of the 
faith, to come along with you some Sunday, introduce them, 
and extend an invitation to keep “checking us out’ ...who 
knows, they may join many others, in “coming home” to 
Corpus Christi Parish and become one more of the “many 
parts in the one Body of Christ” that we are called to be! 
 

 

Community Postings 
 

Summer Program 
Come join us at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal parish 

in Hampton for Queen of Heaven: Mary’s Battle for You, 
which paints the epic narrative of Mary’s life.  Queen of Hea-
ven was filmed on location at over a dozen sites and features 
informational video lectures by acclaimed Catholic actor 
Leonardo Defilippis, and video pastoral talks on what it means 
to have Mary as your mother and the many ways you can 
nurture your relationship with her in your everyday life by Fr. 
Patrick Winslow.  We invite you to join us even if you’ve 
never participated before.  If you cannot attend the sessions, 
you can still participate and watch the videos by streaming.  
The Tuesday morning or Thursday evening eight-week pro-
gram begins the week of June 18.  The cost for materials and 
video access is $25.  For details or to register, contact Kathy 
Allen at 603-957-0048 or kallen77@gmail.com. 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Due to the sale of the St. James property and the 

renovations scheduled to begin at the St. Catherine property, 
we will not be able to offer Vacation Bible School this year.  
Other seacoast Catholic parishes offering VBS this year are:  

• St. Michael Parish, Exeter – July 10-14 

• Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Hampton – August 7-11 
 

Interested in visiting Ireland? 
Fr. Paul Montminy and Fr. Ray Labrie are planning a tour 

to Ireland.  Information sessions will take place at Immaculate 
Conception in Nashua on Monday, May 15

th, at 7PM and at St 
Catherine of Siena in Manchester on Sunday, May 28

th, at 
2PM.  Please call 603-622-4966 for a brochure/information. 
 

Return to the Homeland 
Join with Fr. Marc Drouin in a Holy Land Pilgrimage 

from November 28 to December 7, 2017 (10 days), leaving 
from Boston, $3489 pp.  The pilgrimage will visit the sites 
where Jesus was born.  Understand our faith in a new way by 
being in the land where Jesus walked, lived, taught, and per-
formed miracles.  Create unforgettable memories by walking 
in the footsteps of Jesus!  For information and reservations, 
please contact Rita & Lew Goody at 800-332-4659 or 
randlgoody@unitours.com. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“I came so that they might have life and have it more 

abundantly.”  Live your married lives “more abundantly” by 
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The 
next WWME Weekend is June 10-11, 2017 in Medway, MA.  
For more information, please call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary 
at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org. 

 

Parish Mass on TV and Online 
In addition to the televised Mass on Channel 98, Corpus 

Christi Parish has its own YouTube Channel, where you can 
view the weekly Mass.  Just visit CorpusChristiNH.org, look 
for the “Media” drop down menu, and choose “Recorded 
Parish Mass.”  Bullet point #2 is called “Via Our YouTube 
Channel.”  Click to find our weekly Masses, listed by date. 


