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The Pastor’s Musings 
 

Dear Family in the Lord, 
 

In the midst of exciting days last weekend, on Saturday, May 13th, 
the 100th Anniversary of Our Lady’s first apparition at Fatima, we had 
a wonderful celebration of Blessing, Groundbreaking, and fellowship 
on the grounds of the future home of St. Patrick Academy.  The joy on 
this historic day was most tangible!  The “golden” shovel now rests 
near the statue of St. Patrick in church as a reminder to us to keep this 
ongoing project in prayer as it moves full speed ahead!  We can look 
forward to the Solemn Blessing and Dedication, and then to beginning 
the next chapter in Portsmouth’s legacy of Catholic education, as the 
Academy will open the doors of its new facility exactly 150 years after 
the first academic year began in the first Catholic school in Portsmouth, 
newly built at 202 State St, in 1868, two years after that property (next 
to what is now the Temple) was purchased. 
 

A beautiful Solemn Mass preceded the Groundbreaking in 
gratitude to our Lady for her powerful intercession and to place all our 
hopes, dreams, and plans within her embrace.  Many have told me of 
the flood of memories that came back as, after Holy Mass, we walked 
in procession with our Lady’s statue leading the way, to the steps of the 
current school building here on Austin Street, to give thanks for all 
these past years have been about.  We remembered students, pioneer 
builders of the “new school” on Austin Street in 1887, which was later 
added to and enhanced, along with convent addition, to become the 
“new building” in 1904 – the building we will be using for one more 
year for the academic 2017-2018 span.  Then, we headed down to 
Banfield Road to bless and break ground and embrace a future full of 
hope! 
 

Whether we look at those earliest days, or the “rebuilding years” 
leading up to 1904, or we look around us now, we see a common thread 
– appreciation for the value of Catholic education, and willingness to 
pull time, talent, and treasure together, a spirit of sacrifice, and commu-
nity that is real – it’s what made the dream a reality then and now!  We 
owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Hope for Tomorrow 
Foundation for igniting the spark that allows us to see a future burning 
brightly! 
 

As I mentioned at Holy Mass, it is providential that we take this 
next step and begin the year-long construction effort at the same time 
we commemorate Mary appearing to three children at Fatima.  At 
various points in history, our God has chosen to entrust His message 
through His Mother to children.  We stand convinced of Catholic 
education as a powerful way to entrust to children the future of faith, 
family, strong values, and excellence in education!  The many alumni 
of St. Patrick School, present last week and all over Portsmouth making 
vital contributions today, underscore a well-placed investment then, 
and assures us that we are on the right track for the future.  I have given 
the statue of Our Lady of Fatima, used for the five months in prepara-
tion for the Centennial celebration and in the Liturgy and procession 
last Saturday, to the Academy.  It formerly had a shrine in St. James 
Church, given to the parish by Fr. Michael Kerper.  In the future, as one 
enters the Academy and sees her welcoming presence, may we all find 
ourselves never getting “used to” this little miracle in Portsmouth that 
saved our school, and make her words our own over and over again:  
“The Almighty has done great things... holy is His name!” 

With you on the Journey, 

The Week at a Glance 
 

Monday, May 22 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
Pivotal Players – 9:00 AM (SJ H) 
Pivotal Players – 6:30 PM (SJ H) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Wednesday, May 24 
Prayer Cenacle – 2:00 PM (SC C) 
 

Thursday, May 25 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Holy Day Masses   8:00 AM (SC) 
    12:10PM (IC) 
      7:00 PM (IC) 
(NO St. Patrick School Mass today) 
Exposition/Adoration – 8:30AM-5:00PM (SC) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Friday, May 26 
Wedding Rehearsal – 5:00 PM (IC C) 
CERS Group Meeting – 7:00 PM (SC H) 
Italian Class – 7:00 PM (EDPC LL) 
 

Saturday, May 27 
Wedding Liturgy – 1:00 PM (IC C) 
Rosary – 3:30 PM (IC C) 
 

Sunday, May 28 
Televised Parish Mass – 10 AM, Channel 98 
RCIA – 11:30 AM (NH) 
Music Ministry Rehearsal – 11:45AM (IC C) 
Choir Practice Spanish Mass – 12:30 PM (SC) 
Rosary – 1:30 PM (SC C) 
Spanish Mass – 2:00 PM (SC C) 
Bible Study in Spanish – 3:30 PM (SC H) 

 

 
 

KEY: 
IC = Immaculate Conception 
SC = St. Catherine 
C = Church 
H = Hall 
R = Rectory (at SC) 
SPS = St. Patrick School 
EDPC = Eileen Daly Pastoral Center 
VH = Vianney House (rectory at IC) 
NH = Nazareth House (former rectory at SC) 
SO = SHARE Office 
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Intentions For Holy Mass 
 

Monday  MAY 22 St. Rita of Cascia 

   8:00AM SC Eileen Rais, by her husband Bob 
 

Tuesday  MAY 23 Easter Feria (weekday) 

   8:00AM SC Deceased members of the Ambrose Family 

   by the estate 
 

Wednesday MAY 24 Easter Feria 

   8:00AM SC Robert Ornellas, by his Wife & Family 
 

Thursday  MAY 25 Ascension of the Lord 

   8:00AM SC Betty Ronchi (3
rd
 anniversary), 

   by her Family 

  12:10PM IC Mary Watson, by Tom Watson 

   7:00PM IC Pro Populo (For our Parish Family) 
 

Friday  MAY 26 St. Philip Neri 

   8:00AM SC Albert Lefebvre (6
th
 anniversary), 

   by his Family 
 

Saturday  MAY 27 St. Augustine of Canterbury 

   8:00AM SC Theresa Lajoie, 

   by Charles & Robertine Dreyer 
 

  Vigil 7
th
 Sunday of Easter 

   4:00PM IC Henry Gajewski, by Patricia Dickinson 
 

Sunday  MAY 28 7
th
 Sunday of Easter 

   8:30AM IC Ada Pesaresi, by Bill & Bernie Walsh 

 10:30AM IC Billy Scritchfield (3
rd
 anniversary), 

   by Barbara Wheatcraft 

   2:00PM SC in Spanish Celebrant’s Intention 

   4:30PM IC Pro Populo (For our Parish Family 
 

To schedule Mass intentions or for sacramental 

records, please see Marilyn Chavez at the Eileen 

Daly Pastoral Center, or call 436-4555. 
 

Our reflection 

of God’s generosity to us! 
 

Weekend of May 13/14, 2017 
 

 Envelopes/EFT $   11,393.00 
 Loose $   2,146.53 

 Total $ 13,539.53 
 

Last weekend 242 envelope/42 Online Giving users 

contributed 84 % of our income. 
 

Poor Box Donations $ 795.12 

Trinity Dome Appeal $ 524.32 
 

 

20/20 WINNER$ 
 

$25 Winners ~ Week 13 
 

 # 224 Jeff Semprini 
 #   64 Fr. Gary 
 

 

 
 

Memorial Day Mass 
Immaculate Conception Church 

 

Looking ahead, we remind you to save the date/time 
(Monday, May 29, at 9:00 AM) to join us in our 
Immaculate Conception Church for the annual Mass 
offered for all those who are interred in our Calvary 
Cemetery and in the older St. Mary Cemetery.  It’s a 
beautiful way to start your day, lift up our departed 
to the mercy of God, and remember those who gave 
their lives in the cause of freedom and peace. 
 

Please note: 

• The location of the Mass will be Immaculate 

Conception Church, NOT the cemetery. 

• There will be no 8:00 AM Mass at St. Catherine 

that day. 
 

 

Calvary Cemetery 

Rules & Regulations 
 

• Flowers and urns on extended bases of monuments 
are allowed during the summer months. 

• Other floral arrangements may be placed at graves up 
to two weeks before and may remain for two weeks 
after Memorial Day. 

• A “carry in/carry out” policy should be observed. 

• Only veterans’ organizations may place flags on 
veterans’ graves; no other flags/banners are 
authorized. 

• Seasonal displays not removed within two weeks 
after Memorial Day will be disposed of. 

 

Sanctuary Lamps 
 

At Immaculate Conception Church, the 

sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of 

Alice Buckley, as requested by Becky Wylie. 
 

The votives at the Mary altar will burn for 

Eileen Rais, as requested by her husband Bob. 
 

At the St. Joseph altar, the votives will burn in 

memory of Joseph & Marie Fleming, requested by 

their daughter Peg Ibscher. 
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Parish News 
 

NEW!   Parish Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Where will you be a year from now – May 20, 2018?  

You could be on your way to the airport with fellow parishion-
ers and friends for an unforgettable experience of a pilgrimage 
in the land Jesus walked!  Fr. Gary will be leading a parish 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land from May 20 to 30, 2018.  There 
will be an information night on Wednesday, May 30th, at 
7:00 PM in St. James Hall and registration forms will be 
available on first come/first served basis for the members of 
our parish and friends or family you may want to travel with.  
After June 5th, we will begin advertising outside of the parish.  
Space is limited to 35 travelers.  See Fr. Gary for a descriptive 
brochure and consider this tremendous opportunity to walk in 
His steps! 

 

NEW!   Holyday This Week 
On Thursday we celebrate the 40th day after Easter, the 

Solemnity of the Ascension of our Lord, a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Holy Mass will be at 8:00 AM at St. Catherine 
and at 12:10 and 7:00 PM at Immaculate Conception, with 
evening Mass being our Solemn celebration. 

 

NEW!   Father’s Day Spiritual Bouquet 
You can obtain envelopes from the church entrance to 

enroll men, living or deceased, in our remembrance in the 
Masses celebrated on Father’s day weekend.  The larger 
envelope contains a card and mailing envelope to send, to 
enroll someone who is living, and the smaller envelope is to 
enroll the deceased.  Please be sure to have the printed enve-
lope back to us no later than June 17 in order to be included. 

 

NEW!   St. Patrick Academy ~ Enroll Now! 
The Academy will open the 149th year of Catholic 

education in Portsmouth this August using the current school 
building while the new facility is under construction.  Then, in 
August of 2018, the 150th year will be marked by starting in 
the new!  At this time, enrollment opportunity is open for the 
Academy’s 2017-2018 academic year with special deals for 
tuition and a “Founder's package.”  It is our desire to make 
Catholic education possible for ALL who want it for their 
kids!  Don’t say it’s impossible until you’ve checked it out!  
Call 436-0739 or visit admissions@stpatrickacademy.org.  
Take a virtual tour of the new school at www.stpatsweb.com.  
Spread the word! 

 

NEW!   Catholic Charities Appeal 
Envelopes and informative brochures are now at the 

church entrance for this year’s annual appeal.  Your pledge or 
one-time gift helps our Diocesan Church to respond to those in 
need among us as we hear described 
in the response of the early Christian 
communities in the Acts of the 
Apostles.  Many count on the pro-
grams that this annual appeal makes 
possible throughout the State.  
Please prayerfully consider what you can do and return the 
envelope via the collection by the end of May. 

 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Movie Night 
Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4Sunday, June 4thththth    

5:00 PM5:00 PM5:00 PM5:00 PM    
 

St. Catherine Church Hall 
 

The epic Biblical story of the 
Resurrection, as told through 
the eyes of a non-believer. 
What happened to Jesus in the 
weeks following the crucifixion? 

 

 

NEW!  Recently Baptized 
We warmly welcome Alessandra Zieja, who was given 

new life through water and the Holy Spirit in our Parish 
Community!  To her parents and godparents we extend our 
congratulations and prayerful support as they live out the 
commitment they made to be “the first teachers of these 
children in the ways of faith.”  In the words of the Rite, “may 
they be the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith in 
what they say and do.” 
 

NEW!   Wedding Bells! 
Next Saturday, Katherine Malat & Ben Johnson will 

pledge life and love in the sacrament of Marriage in our 
parish. We extend congratulations and prayerful best wishes to 
them!  May He who brought you together bless you in abun-
dance for years ahead as you live out this wonderful vocation. 
 

NEW!   Called Home to the Lord 
We remember in prayer the repose of the soul of Paul 

Lefebvre, father of parishioner Timothy Lefebvre, whose 
Funeral Mass was celebrated recently.  To his family we 
extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayerful support as well. 
 

NEW!   Traveling Vocation Icon 
This week, Joe, Kirsten, and Cheryl 

Cunningham will receive the Icon of Jesus 
Knocking at the Door into their home and 
intercede in a special way for Joe, Mike, and 
all in formation, for those discerning, and for 
many vocations to rise up from our 
community. 

 

NEW!   Pot O’ Gold Raffle 
Saint Patrick School is having 

a gift card raffle!  We are filling a 
big bowl (“Pot O’ Gold”) with gift 
cards from Amazon, Home Depot, 
local restaurants, ice cream shops, 
iTunes, and so much more!  Tickets 
are only $10.00 each for a chance 
to win $800.00 in gift cards, and 
will be sold until June 15th!  Call 
the school at 436-0739 or stop by 
to buy your lucky chance! 
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Novena to the Holy Spirit 
 

From the Friday after Ascension until the day before the Solemnity of Pentecost, the Church 
observes nine days of receptivity to the Holy Spirit for a stirring up and renewal of His gifts within 
us individually and as a community.  We invite you to clip this page to use in your home during 
these days, from May 26th to June 3rd. 

 

 
 

O Mary, present at the beginning of the Church at Pentecost, huddled in prayer with the disciples in 
the upper room awaiting the promised Holy Spirit, unite your prayers with ours that we might 
unwrap in our lives the gifts of the Holy Spirit that were sealed in us in Confirmation:  Wisdom, 
Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.  By your powerful 
intercession, lead us closer to Jesus and make us courageous disciples and witnesses to whoever we 
encounter in our daily lives.  Pray for our parish, consecrated to you, that, led by the Holy Spirit, we 
might become ever more faithful, welcoming, and authentic witnesses to the Truth of the Gospel.  We 
ask this of you, who opened your life fully to the Holy Spirit in the great invitation of the 
Annunciation, as we pray: 

Hail Mary, full of grace... 

 
Take a moment to ponder the gifts, your needs, and intentions, then, seeking greater trust and responsive-
ness to the action of the Holy Spirit, pray these words from the Sequence of the Liturgy of Pentecost: 

 
Come, O Holy Spirit, come! And from your celestial home, Shed a ray of light divine! 

Come, O Father of the poor! Come, source of all our store! Come, within our bosom shine! 
 

You, of comforters the best; You, the soul's most welcome guest; Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet, Grateful coolness in the heat; Solace in the midst of woe. 

 

O most blessed Light divine, Shine within these hearts of yours, And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, Nothing good in deed or thought, Nothing free from taint of ill. 

 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; On our dryness pour your dew; Wash the stains of guilt away; 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; Melt the frozen, warm the chill; Guide the steps that go astray. 

 

On the faithful, who adore; And confess you, ever more; In your sev’n-fold gift descend; 
Give them virtue’s sure reward; Give them your salvation Lord; Give them joys that never end. 

 

Amen.  Alleluia. 
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FORMED.org is a new online platform offering the 

Best Catholic Content – All in One Place! 
 

Through the generosity of a private donor, our parish has 
been gifted with FORMED.  Dive deeper into prayer, 
explore the scriptures, learn about the Sacraments, and so 
much more!  On FORMED you can watch popular 
Catholic films, access best-selling eBooks, view outstand-
ing video programs, and listen to audio programs from 
Lighthouse Catholic Media! 

 

How do I sign up for free access? 
 

• Visit www.FORMED.org. 

• Click on “Register Sign up free using your parish code.” 

• Enter our parish code – DCTJND – (all capital letters) 
and submit. 

• Set up your own user name and password.  You will 
receive a confirmation link. 

• Just confirm your registration and ENJOY. 
 

For details about FORMED, please contact Roxanne in 
the Office of Evangelization at 603-502-8041. 

 

Community Postings 
 

Summer Program 
Come join us at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal parish 

in Hampton for Queen of Heaven: Mary’s Battle for You, 
which paints the epic narrative of Mary’s life.  Queen of Hea-
ven was filmed on location at over a dozen sites and features 
informational video lectures by acclaimed Catholic actor 
Leonardo Defilippis, and video pastoral talks on what it means 
to have Mary as your mother and the many ways you can 
nurture your relationship with her in your everyday life by Fr. 
Patrick Winslow.  We invite you to join us even if you’ve 
never participated before.  If you cannot attend the sessions, 
you can still participate and watch the videos by streaming.  
The Tuesday morning or Thursday evening eight-week pro-
gram begins the week of June 18.  The cost for materials and 
video access is $25.  For details or to register, contact Kathy 
Allen at 603-957-0048 or kallen77@gmail.com. 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“I came so that they might have life and have it more 

abundantly.”  Live your married lives “more abundantly” by 
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The 
next WWME Weekend is June 10-11, 2017 in Medway, MA.  
For more information, please call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary 
at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org. 

 

 

How to Make a Report 

of Sexual Abuse 
 

Child sexual abuse is a crime in the State of NH and 
in the Church.  NH law requires that anyone who has 
reason to suspect that a child is being or has been abused 
or neglected must report to the Division for Children, 
Youth & Families (DCYF), State of NH, by calling 1-
800-894-5533.   

 

Any person who suspects or alleges child abuse on 
the part of a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of a 
parish, school, or institution of the Diocese of Manchester 
is urged to report to the Office for Ministerial Conduct 
at 603-669-3100. 

 

Church personnel – clergy, paid employees, or 
volunteers – have additional reporting requirements if 
they believe that Church personnel have sexually abused a 
child.  To learn more about reporting requirements, visit 
the diocesan website: www.catholicnh.org, under “Child 
Safety.” 

 

 

Online Safety 
The topic of online safety is of concern to many.  Almost 
every day, we hear media reports that highlight the poten-
tial dangers our children encounter while online.  The 
Diocese of Manchester has compiled a list of resources that 
provide tips for parents and educators; educational material 
for teens and children; and other information pertaining to 
internet safety.  The resource list can be found on the dioce-
san website (www.catholicnh.org) under the Family & 
Youth Heading on the Child Safety page under Resources 

for Parents and Children.  (Please note that the Diocese of 
Manchester provides this list as a resource only and does 
not endorse any of the websites or programs listed.) 
 

*IMPORTANT* 

SAFETY NOTICE FOR PARENTS 
 

It’s wonderful to see so many children at Mass every 

week.  We want to be sure that our church is a safe 

environment for all children, so we ask that parents 

please observe the following precautions: 
 

1) Please do not leave children unattended during 

coffee and donuts.  Children are not allowed to 

run in the halls/on the stairs. 

2) Do not allow children to go to the rest rooms 

unattended, especially during Mass.  The church 

is open to the public during Mass and the rest 

room entrance in our church is not within sight 

of those assembled for worship. 

3) Do not allow children to run in the parking lot. 

4) Children are not allowed in the choir loft. 
 

Thank you for adding to the vibrancy of our parish 

community by worshipping together as a family! 
 

 


