
Week of January 7, 2018 The Epiphany of the Lord 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

The Pastor’s Musings 
 

Dear Family in the Lord, 
 

As the Christmas Season comes to a close, this 

Solemnity of Epiphany reminds us of our journey into 

another year following the individual path which we 

alone are to tread, the way He invites us to walk, the call 

He gives us.  Life must certainly be seen as a pilgrimage, 

a long journey, but we need not necessarily travel alone, 

fumbling in darkness in search of our destination. 
 

The familiar Epiphany story concerns the wider 

world and the many varying challenges and 

circumstances of joy and sorrow in which we encounter 

Christ.  It calls us to look around and search for the Lord 

who is in our midst, in situations where previously we 

were unaware of His 

presence.  He comes in 

people and places we 

least expect and at times 

we are most unprepared 

for His company.  God 

reveals Himself; He calls 

us to encounter and 

relation-ship.  He invites 

us into His presence in 

the Word that lights the 

way, in the sacramental 

signs that make present what they signify.  Nothing is 

ever the same for those who discover His light, walk the 

path it illuminates, enter into the encounter, and move 

forward changed, graced, made new. 
 

The responsibility we all share is to let the light that 

has illuminated our way shine for others.  As we enter 

this new year, let’s renew our resolution to rise, move 

forward, cling less to what seems “safe” and “familiar,” 

and be led to encounter Him as we never have before – 

in His Word, in His Sacraments, in our community, in 

our homes, and in His stirring within our souls. 
 

As He was manifested as Lord and Savior of all, 

may we manifest that universal embrace He came to 

bring to all we meet along our journey. 
 

With you on the Journey, 

The Week at a Glance 
 

Monday, January 8 
SPA School Mass – 9:15 AM (C) 
 

Tuesday, January 9 
Marie Rivier Associates Mtg – 5:00 PM (PC) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Wednesday, January 10 
Walking with Purpose – 9:00 AM (PC) 
Prayer Cenacle – 2:00 PM (C) 
 

Thursday, January 11 
Exposition/Adoration – 8:30AM-5PM (C) 
Walking with Purpose – 10:00 AM (PC) 
Walking with Purpose – 6:00 PM (PC) 
Contemporary Group Practice – 7PM (CLL) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Friday, January 12 
Italian Class – 7:00 PM (SO) 
 

Saturday, January 13 
1st Reconciliation Retreat–9AM-Noon (SPA) 
Baptism – 10:00 AM (C) 
Rosary – 3:30 PM (C) 
Men’s Ministry Dinner – 6:00 PM (PC) 
 

Sunday, January 14 
Children’s Dismissal – during 8:30 Mass (C) 
Televised Parish Mass – 10 AM, Channel 98 
RCIA – 11:30 AM (PC) 
Music Ministry Rehearsal – 11:45AM (C) 
Choir Practice Spanish Mass – 1:00 PM (CLL) 
Rosary – 1:30 PM (C) 
Spanish Mass – 2:00 PM (C) 
 

KEY: 
At 98 Summer Street: 
C = Church 
CLL = Lower Level of Church 
VH = Vianney House (rectory next to Church) 
 

At 845 Woodbury Ave: 
PC = Parish Center (lower level of former church) 
PO = Parish Office (former rectory) 
YC = Youth Center (lower level of office) 
 

On Austin Street: 
SPA = St. Patrick Academy 
SO = SHARE Office (lower level Vianney House) 

 

Traveling Vocation Icon 
This week, the Bald Family will receive 

the Icon of Jesus Knocking at the Door into 

their home and intercede in a special way 

for Joe, Dan, and all in formation, for those 

discerning, and for many vocations to rise 

up from our community. 
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Intentions For Holy Mass 
 

Monday  JAN 8 The Baptism of the Lord 

   8:00AM   Peggy Sullivan, by Shirley Sisson 

   9:15AM   St. Patrick Academy Mass – open to all 
 

Tuesday  JAN 9 Feria (weekday) 

   8:00AM   Gertrude Wighardt, by the Struble Family 
 

Wednesday JAN 10 Feria 

   8:00AM   T J Bassett, by the Maloney Family 
 

Thursday  JAN 11 Feria 

   8:00AM   John & Valeria Blaha, by their Daughter 
 

Friday  JAN 12 Feria 

   8:00AM   Jilberta Armitage, by her husband Phil 
 

Saturday  JAN 13 St. Hilary 

   8:00AM   Robert McDonough, by Sofie Scontras 

  Vigil 2
nd

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   4:00PM   Pro Populo (For our Parish Family) 
 

Sunday  JAN 14 2
nd

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   8:30AM   Robert McDonough, 

   by the McDonough Family 

 10:30AM   Dante Tosi, by his Wife & Children 

   2:00PM   in Spanish Celebrant’s Intention 

   4:30PM   Anne Parmentola, by her Daughter 
 

To schedule Mass intentions or for sacramental 

records, please see Marilyn Chavez at the parish 

office, 845 Woodbury Avenue, or call 436-4555. 
 

Our reflection 

of God’s generosity to us! 
 

Weekend of December 23/24, 2017 
 

 Envelopes/EFT $   12,243.00 

 Loose $   1,498.00 

 Total $ 13,741.00 
 

That weekend 177 envelope/78 Online Giving users 

contributed 89 % of our income. 
 

Poor Box Donations $ 1,164.31 

December Repairs/Maintenance $ 1,383.00 

Retired Religious Collection $ 3,235.00 
 

Offerings for Christmas extra-effort are still 

coming in, so a final report will be given in a 

later bulletin.   
 

Collection Report Delay 
Because of the New Year Holiday, our financial 

report for December 30/31, 2017 was not yet 

available when the bulletin went to press.  It will 

appear in next week’s issue. 
 

 

 

 
House Blessing for Epiphany 

 

This year, we continue the beautiful tradition of 

the blessing of chalk on this Epiphany day to be used 

in blessing the homes of our parish.  We invite you 

to take a piece from the table before the altar. 

Gather your family in your home at the most 

often-used door.  Using the chalk, inscribe the 

following on the top of the door, on the wall above, 

or on the trim, wherever it will stand out: 
 

20  C M B  18 
 

The initials represent the legendary names of the 

three magi:  Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. The 

numbers ask the Lord’s blessing on the year ahead, 

with the crosses asking blessing on those “coming” 

and “going” through the portal.  After inscription, 

someone reads the prayer of blessing below, and 

then all join in praying the Our Father. 
 

Heavenly Father, bless this home, 

all who dwell here, and all who visit here. 

As the Magi found Christ on their arrival, 

may all our guests see Christ in us 

and in the life we share. 

Be our protector as we leave this house and our 

comfort and joy as we return. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

the Word made flesh, 

who lives forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Additional Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

Luigi & Jennie Romano 

David (Woody) Wooldridge 

David Wooldridge 

Deceased members of the Torchia & Wooldridge families 
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Parish News 
 

NEW!   Maintenance to Mission Updates 
On December 21st, the developer received unanimous 

approval from the City Planning Board for his plans for the 

2075 Lafayette Road property.  This crucial step brings us 

even closer to the potential closing on the sale of that property.  

As you know, once cash is received from the sale, we will be 

able to proceed with part II of our plan, the repurposing 

construction on the former St. Catherine Church building.  The 

bids are completed and the finishing touches are taking place 

so we can move forward with approval from the diocese to go 

ahead with construction.  Watch for more next week. 
 

NEW!   Retirement on Staff 
As of December 31st, one of our Administrative Assist-

ants, Norm Houle, will be entering into retirement.  As we 

offer him thanks, we pray that he and his wife Angie will 

enjoy many happy and healthy years in this next phase of 

life’s journey.  Whether in his early days at IC parish, or 

during transition years, or in all that has been happening in 

these past years, Norm has been a tremendous help, a great 

resource, and a most generous member of our staff.  As he 

leaves the position, Fr. Gary and Kate are happy that he is 

willing to continue to be available as an “on call consultant” 

for us and will serve as part of our construction team when we 

wind through the IT aspects of our project coming up in the 

former St. Catherine Church.  Many blessings, Norm! 

We are most appreciative that Ed Dugan, one of our faci-

lities managers, will be taking over some of Norm’s duties, 

including the oversight of the parish website and our online 

calendar.  Other responsibilities will be covered by our 

administrative assistants and staff. 
 

NEW!   St. Patrick Academy 
Construction is moving forward quickly!  Fr. Gary and 

Joe had a great tour of the site just before Christmas – it will 

be remarkable!  Whether it be the building, or the exciting 

new developments in curriculum and opportunities that are in 

place and more coming, this will truly be a wonderful environ-

ment of faith and high quality education for the children of the 

Seacoast.  Let’s continue to keep all involved in these efforts 

in our prayers.  What a grace – to open the 150th academic 

year of Catholic education in Portsmouth in the new St. 

Patrick Academy! 
 

NEW!   Adoration Opportunity 
After today’s focus on the Magi certainly “going out of 

their way” to adore the Lord, we invite you to consider a new 

year’s resolution of setting one block of time each week to 

come before Jesus, present in the Most Blessed Sacrament 

before us today, as He once was present in the manger of 

Bethlehem!  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for your visits, 

quiet prayer, and adoration, from 7:00 to 7:55 AM Monday 

thru Saturday.  In addition, exposition is from 8:30 AM to 

5:00 PM every Thursday, commemorating that day, Holy 

Thursday, when He first gave Himself to us in the Holy 

Eucharist.  Discover the graces that await you? 

 

NEW!   Undecorating Day! 
As the Christmas Season draws to a close today, we once 

again thank all who shared their time and talent in creating 

such a beautiful environment in our church, and all who 

funded this effort through the Christmas flower fund.  Well… 

it all needs to come down tomorrow!  Can you help?  We will 

get started at 10 AM in church and, hopefully, will be wrapped 

up by 12 Noon.  Can you lend a hand? 
 

NEW!   Office of Evangelization 
A great variety of fruit has come from efforts over the 

past three years under the umbrella of “Evangelization.”  

These were pioneered and set in place by our director of this 

office, Roxanne Raeside Wilton.  Whether in new endeavors, 

in collaborative efforts, or in building upon foundations 

already established, Roxanne has done much to help ignite the 

fire here in our parish.  Many of those who were trained/ 

mentored by her continue to carry out and expand ministries, 

and more efforts are on the horizon.  Due to a family situation 

of need, as of November Roxanne and Deacon Jim have 

assumed the role of caretakers/guardians for two small 

children residing with them and in their care – a little boy of 4 

and little girl of 5 months.  Obviously, this requires a shifting 

of gears and focus (to say the least)!  So, first, let’s be united 

in our prayerful support of them in this heroic undertaking!  

Secondly, this situation affects their involvement in parish 

ministry.  Roxanne has taken a leave from her role as director 

of Evangelization, and I have distributed the responsibilities of 

this office to others on staff.  I am grateful to Brenda and 

Brittany for their help.  I will be forming a team to further 

develop the “Coming Home” ministry, and we count on those 

from the parish on various teams and in leadership roles to 

continue to sustain and grow the ministries they are a part of.  

While Deacon Jim will continue to assist as he is able, 

obviously his work responsibilities and this added responsi-

bility will limit the amount of time he will have to give.  When 

you see them, be sure to personally assure them of your 

prayers for them and their “little family” in these days! 
 

NEW!   Transition in Discernment 
Since Fall of 2016 we have been happy to have Michael 

Niemaszyk, from Litchfield NH, in residence in our parish at 

Vianney House while he continued to discern his vocation, 

attending St. John Seminary in Brighton, MA. 

After completing this last semester in Pre-Theology, Mike 

has come to the decision to leave formation and hopes to con-

tinue graduate level studies in Theology with a view to teach-

ing in the future.  His discernment of making this move was 

done after much prayer and reflection, and after discussion 

with his spiritual director at Seminary, Fr. Gary, other forma-

tion faculty, and our Diocesan Vocation Director, Fr. Matt.  

As you can imagine, it is never easy to make such a transition, 

but Mike is at peace and very grateful for all the past year and 

a half have brought to his life and discernment process.  He 

has been a great joy to have among us.  We look forward to 

his future visits and we offer him our best wishes and con-

tinued prayerful support.  We, along with the whole Church, 

thank him for stepping out, taking the time, and entering into 

discernment to explore the call.  (In a future bulletin, Mike 

will have some words of gratitude to share with you all.) 
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NEW!   Men’s Ministry Fellowship Dinner 
 

WHO: Corpus Christi Men’s Ministry  

 All men of the parish welcome!  

WHAT: Monthly Fellowship Dinner  

WHEN: Saturday, January 13th 

WHERE: St. Catherine Hall 

WHY: Fellowship! 

FMI: Kevin Kelleher, 978-201-3119 or 

 kk0625@comcast.net 
 

NEW!   Recently Baptized 
We warmly welcome Charlee Rose Boland and 

Sebastian Raphael Quintaglie, who were given new life 

through water and the Holy Spirit in our parish community!  

To their parents and godparents we extend our congratulations 

and prayerful support as they live out the commitment they 

made to be “the first teachers of these children in the ways of 

faith.”  In the words of the rite, “may they be the best of 

teachers, bearing witness to the faith in what they say and do.” 
 

NEW!   Called Home to the Lord 
We remember in prayer the repose of the souls of Mary 

Gallo Franceware, whose Funeral Mass was recently cele-

brated in our parish, and of James Morin and Bill Tacy.  To 

their families we extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayerful 

support as well. 

 

 
 

Save the date – Thursday, January 18th – and plan to drop 

in, pay a visit, enjoy some refreshments, and take a look 

around our “new digs”!  We will offer three opportunities and 

look forward to welcoming you and showing you around our 

new office that day:  9:00 to 10:00 AM, 1:00 to 2:00 PM, or 

6:30 to 7:30 PM.  We are settled in and loving it!  Thanks to 

all who pitched in in any way, shared their time, talent, and 

treasure, and made it all possible! 

 

20/20 WINNER$ 
 

$25 Winners ~ Week 19 
 

 # 116 Al Lawrence 

 #   17 Bob Krasko 

 

Sanctuary Lamp & Votives 
 

The sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory 

of Bob Wylie (5th anniversary), as requested by his 

wife. 
 

The votives at the Mary altar will burn for Jill 

Armitage, requested by her husband Phil. 
 

At the St. Joseph altar, the votives will burn in 

memory of Bill Tacy, as requested by Mary Kay 

Linscott. 
 

 

 
 

Our subscription to Formed.org is made free to our 

parishioners thanks to the generosity of a handful of 

benefactors who covered the cost to renew it for another 

year! 
 

Check out these picks of the month 

for making the most of your Christmas Season! 
 

For Children 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For Adults 
 

 
 

FORMED…what is it? 

Netflix for Catholics! 
 

If you have not yet joined FORMED, it’s easy: 
 

• Visit www.FORMED.org. 

• Click on “Register Sign up free using your parish 

code.” 

• Enter – DCTJND – (all capital letters) and submit. 

• Set up your own user name and password. 

• Just confirm your registration and ENJOY! 

Watch: 

Kristoph and the First 

Christmas Tree 

Watch: 

Nicholas, The Boy 

Who Became Santa 

Read: 

Christmas with Bernadette 

Listen: 

Dr. Scott Hahn reveals what 

scholars now know about the 
shepherds, the mysterious 
Magi, and King Herod. 

mailto:kk0625@comcast.net

