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The Pastor’s Musings 
 

Dear Family in the Lord, 
 

This week, we join with Catholics all over the United States 

in celebrating Catholic Schools Week!  In the schools, it’s a week of 

fun, all kinds of special events, and a celebration of the great gift 

parents, families, faculty, and staff have 

in one another!  It’s also a time when 

those who might be considering 

Catholic education for their kids can 

check out the life of values, faith, and 

excellence in education that our schools 

offer.  For the wider community, it’s 

time for us to re-appreciate the gift and 

express our support, and perhaps gratitude for our own Catholic 

education, in tangible support of efforts in Catholic education today. 
 

We are blest in Portsmouth to be the oldest site of Catholic 

education in the Seacoast!  As we ended the 148th academic year 

last June, the parish school transitioned into the independent 

Catholic school, St. Patrick Academy.  The Academy opened for its 

first academic year on August 26th in our school building on Austin 

Street (which has housed the Catholic school here since 1904), the 

149th year of Catholic education.  And, last May, ground was 

broken for a “future full of hope,” as construction began on the new 

school facility on Banfield Road.  Next August, the 150th year of 

Catholic education in Portsmouth will begin in the new home of St. 

Patrick Academy!  We are richly blest in these days when, all too 

often, schools are closing and Catholic education is hard to come 

by! 
 

As we move through this week, let’s pray in a special way for 

the ministry of Catholic education and, here in particular, for all 

who are laboring on the new building and ministering in the 

Academy day after day.  We invite you to join us at 9:15 AM on 

Tuesday for our School Mass too.  If you would like to show your 

support for Catholic education, perhaps in 

gratitude for the gift of your own experience, 

here or elsewhere, we invite you to make a 

donation to the Academy for a fund that helps 

with financial aid for those who want Catholic 

education but who struggle financially, and 

also helps with the day to day operation of the 

school.  Whatever you can share will be 

gratefully received as an investment in this future full of hope!  

Envelopes for this purpose are at the doors.  Checks should be made 

payable to St. Patrick Academy and dropped in the collection basket 

in the next two weeks, or mailed in directly to the Academy at 125 

Austin Street. 
 

We have much to be thankful for as we look back at close to 

150 years and as we look ahead at what God, in His abundant 
goodness, has brought to us!  Let’s all do what we can to support 

this noble endeavor of Catholic education – academic excellence, 

authentic faith, and strong values lived – needed today more than 

ever! 
 

With you on the Journey, 

The Week at a Glance 
 

Monday, January 29 
 

Tuesday, January 30 
Pivotal Players – 9:00 AM (PC) 
SPA School Mass – 9:15 AM (C) 
Pivotal Players – 6:30 PM (PC) 
Finance Council Mtg – 6:30 PM (VH) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Wednesday, January 31 
Walking with Purpose – 9:30 AM (PC) 
Prayer Cenacle – 2:00 PM (C) 
Rivier Retreat – 5:45 PM (YC) 
K of C Mtg – 6:00 PM (CLL) 
 

Thursday, February 1 
Exposition/Adoration – 8:30AM-5PM (C) 
Walking with Purpose – 10:00 AM (PC) 
Walking with Purpose – 6:00 PM (PC) 
Contemporary Group Practice – 7PM (CLL) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Friday, February 2 
Italian Class – 7:00 PM (SO) 
Candlemas Solemn Evening Mass – 7PM (IC) 
 

Saturday, February 3 
Walking w/Purpose Coffee 9:30 AM (PC) 
Baptism – 11:00 AM (C) 
Rosary – 3:30 PM (C) 
Catholic Book/Media Sale after all Masses 
 

Sunday, February 4 
Catholic Book/Media Sale after all Masses 
Children’s Dismissal – during 8:30 Mass (C) 
Televised Parish Mass – 10 AM, Channel 98 
RCIA – 11:30 AM (PC) 
Baptism – 11:30 AM (C) 
Choir Practice Spanish Mass – 1:00 PM (CLL) 
Rosary – 1:30 PM (C) 
Spanish Mass – 2:00 PM (C) 

 
KEY: 
At 98 Summer Street: 
C = Church 
CLL = Lower Level of Church 
VH = Vianney House (rectory next to Church) 
 

At 845 Woodbury Ave: 
PC = Parish Center (lower level of former church) 
PO = Parish Office (former rectory) 
YC = Youth Center (lower level of office) 
 

On Austin Street: 
SPA = St. Patrick Academy 
SO = SHARE Office (lower level Vianney House) 
 

  



January 28, 2018                   Corpus Christi Parish                       Portsmouth, NH 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Intentions For Holy Mass 
 

Monday  JAN 29 Feria (weekday) 

   8:00AM   Rena & Larry Scarlotto, 

   by Rosemary Plaisted 
 

Tuesday  JAN 30 Feria 

   8:00AM   Anne Rava, by Ellisa Arbogast 
 

   9:15AM   St. Patrick Academy Mass – open to all 
 

Wednesday JAN 31 St. John Bosco 

   8:00AM   Jason Suleski, by Glen & Kate Gordon 
 

Thursday  FEB 1 Feria 

   8:00AM   Stella Brelis (5
th
 anniversary), 

   by Sofie Scontras 
 

Friday  FEB 2 The Presentation of the Lord 

   8:00AM   Mike Peterson, by the Scontras Family 

   7:00PM   Rev. Gerard Dever, 

   by Lisa & Michael Roche 
 

Saturday  FEB 3 St. Blaise 

   8:00AM   Sr. Bernadette, by the Maloney Family 
 

  Vigil 5
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   4:00PM   Jean Zappasoddi, 

   by the McNaughton Family 
 

Sunday  FEB 4 5
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

   8:30AM   Rosalie Wallace, by the Maloney Family 
 

 10:30AM   Michael Barrett, by Annie Osborn 
 

   2:00PM   in Spanish Celebrant’s Intention 
 

   4:30PM   Pro Populo (For our Parish Family) 
 

To schedule Mass intentions or for sacramental 

records, please see Marilyn Chavez at the parish office, 

845 Woodbury Avenue, or call 436-4555. 
 

Our reflection 

of God’s generosity to us! 
 

Weekend of January 20/21, 2018 
 

 Envelopes/EFT $   11,103.00 

 Loose $   1,925.67 

 Total $ 13,028.67 
 

Last weekend 235 envelope/35 Online Giving users 

contributed 85 % of our income. 
 

Poor Box Donations $ 199.53 
 

 

Income Tax Statements 
If you would like a statement indicating your 2017 church 

contributions for income tax purposes, please call 603-

436-4555 or email aa6.ccnh@gmail.com.  We can do 

this only for those who use envelopes, checks, or Online 

Giving, since we have no way of documenting what 

others give. 
 

 

Specials This Week 
 

Candlemas Day 
What was traditionally called “Christmastide” concludes this 

Friday, February 2nd, forty days after the Nativity, as we 

celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. 

Since Jesus was acclaimed by the prophet Simeon, when He 

was brought into the temple, as a “Light of Revelation,” the 

Church has traditionally blessed candles on this day and had a 

procession that recalls our call to bear the light of Christ into 

our lives.  Solemn Mass will be at 7:00 PM this Friday 

beginning with Blessing of Candles in front of Mary’s altar, 

where the Infant Savior figure has been enshrined since 

Christmas Season ended, and then we will process down the 

side aisle and up the center to the altar for Mass.  Join us! 

Many have discovered this beautiful celebration over the past 

few years since it was revitalized here in 2012!  (When you 

enter, there will be candles to take and you are asked to sit in 

pews on the side in front of Mary’s altar, as we start there 

before moving in to the main body of church at procession.) 
 

First Friday/Saturday 
Join us in this monthly observance as we honor, and seek to 

make reparation to, the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Imma-

culate Heart of Mary.  The devotion of these “first days” was 

revealed when our Lord appeared to St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque in 1673, revealing His Sacred Heart, and in 1917 at 

Fatima, Our Lady spoke of her Immaculate Heart. (A beautiful 

window depicting the Lord’s appearing to St. Margaret Mary 

is second from the back on the right side of our church as you 

enter.)  Holy Mass is at 8:00 AM on both days, Litany of the 

Sacred Heart after Mass on Friday, and Rosary after Mass on 

Saturday.  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration 

from 7:00 to 7:55 AM on both days.  (Note: This month, due 

to Candlemas on February 2, there will be a 7:00 PM Mass on 

Friday as well as the 8:00 AM Mass.) 
 

Blessing of Throats 
This Saturday, February 3rd, is the Feast day of St. Blaise, a 

Bishop and physician from Armenia, who was martyred for 

the faith in 316 AD.  He is invoked as patron for intercession 

against illnesses of the throat, owing to a miraculous healing 

that occurred in his lifetime at his intercession.  The Blessing 

of Throats will be imparted following Holy Mass at 8:00 

AM on Saturday. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp & Votives 
 

The sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory 

of Rev. Thomas Quirk, MM, requested by his family. 
 

The votives at the Mary altar will burn in memory of 

William F & Frances E McKeon, requested by their 

children. 
 

At the St. Joseph altar, the votives will burn in 

memory of Jill Armitage, requested by her husband 

Phil. 
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Parish News 
 

NEW!   Seminarian Collection 
Thank you to all who contributed with such generosity to 

last Sunday’s collection, which provides funding for the 

Diocese to meet the tuition, room & board, and other forma-

tion-related expenses for those currently in Seminary and 

preparing to serve as priests here in NH.  We are hearing many 

good things, very appreciative of the heartfelt message 

Seminarian Joe shared with us on the weekend before the 

collection.  (There were out of state visitors here who gave 

offerings as they were leaving that day since they would not 

be here for the collection and were moved by his words!)  If 

you have not yet helped and wish to, please drop an envelope 

in the collection next weekend marked “Seminary Fund,” or if 

you do online giving, you can designate your offering there.  

Flyers that were in the bulletin about Vocations, our new 

Vocation Team, thumbnail photos of our seminarians, and info 

about upcoming opportunities – St. Andrew Dinners – for 

those discerning, can be found at the Church doors as well this 

week.  Thank you once again for your support!  We will have 

a final tally in a few weeks as offerings continue to come in! 
 

NEW!   Holy Lent Starts Soon! 
Be sure to get your chocolates delivered and your dinner 

planned with your “sweetheart” to anticipate Valentine’s Day 

– since, this year – February 14th is a day of fast and absti-

nence as we observe Ash Wednesday and enter the Lenten 

Season.  We will have a listing of all the opportunities for 

prayer and enrichment, as well as ideas around fasting and 

almsgiving, in next week’s bulletin so you can plan ahead to 

make this  “A Lent to Remember” in more ways than one!  

We will unwrap the biblical notion of what it means to 

“remember” as we live these days “going deeper.”  Can you 

tell what the “focus theme” will be?  It’s not always about 

adding new things, but rather appreciating anew and going 

deeper in our understanding, embrace, and encounter!  Plan to 

make this your best Lent ever… as it is lived as “a Lent to 

remember.” 
 

NEW!   Next Weekend 
There will be a sale of Catholic books and films before 

and after all Masses next weekend, February 3/4.  Please 

take advantage of this opportunity to grow in your knowledge 

of our Faith and your relationship with Our Lord. 
 

20/20 RAFFLE! 
            The next 20/20 Raffle series will begin  

              in February.  Tickets cost $20 each  

                          and are good for 20 weeks.  

                        Each Sunday for 19 weeks, we  

                 draw two numbers to win $25 each.  

              On the 20th week is the final drawing,  

                     with prizes of $500, $300, two at $100, 

                      and two at $50.  Tickets for the next  

                     series will be available after Masses  

                   or during the week at the Parish Office, 

                845 Woodbury Avenue, or call 436-4555. 
 

 

NEW!   Traveling Vocation Icon 
This week, Diane Binger will receive the 

Icon of Jesus Knocking at the Door into her home 

and intercede in a special way for Joe, Dan, and 

all in formation, for those discerning, and for 

many vocations to rise up from our community. 
 

NEW!   Baptism of Children 
Parents who seek to have their children baptized are asked 

to make initial contact through our Faith Formation Director, 

Brenda, in our parish office to begin the process.  You will be 

warmly welcomed, share in taking a closer look at the Rite 

and the commitment you are embracing, and receive support 

from other couples in our parish.  You can feel free to contact 

Brenda anytime during the pregnancy as well, in order to get 

the process underway!  We look forward to celebrating this 

important moment in your faith journey with you.  Brenda can 

be reached via email at faithformdir.ccnh@gmail.com or 

call her at 436-4555, X 120. 

 

Memorial Opportunities 
 

NEW!   Reliquaries? 
We are blessed to have two first class 

relics (bone fragment) from two great 

saints of mercy, St. Faustina Kowalska 

and St. Padre Pio, whose statues flank the 

Divine Mercy image in our shrine within 

the church.  On their feast days each year, 

the relics are exposed for veneration in our church.  We would 

like to have them permanently honored in our church at the 

Divine Mercy shrine by placing them in reliquaries (which 

look like little monstrances) that would be placed above their 

respective statues.  A decorative piece will be added to the top 

section of the shrine to hold them.  We will offer these to be 

donated as a memorial for a departed loved one, for an 

intention, or as a family or individual gift to the parish.  The 

first to contact Fr. Gary will be given the opportunity.  The 

donation to cover cost of the reliquary is $275.00.  If you are 

interested, please email Fr. Gary at frgary.ccnh@gmail.com 

or call him at 436-4555, X 125. 
 

NEW!   Candlestick Refinishing 
A few years ago we came across in a closet a set of six 

brass candlesticks about 26 inches tall.  They were in serious 

need of refinishing.  We had two redone and began using them 

by the tabernacle in the former St. James Church.  For the past 

couple of years, we have used them as processional candles 

for major feasts and for special occasion decoration.  We 

would like to get the other four restored if possible and put 

them to use, rather than have them tucked away in the corner 

of the closet.  We will do this project if we have folks 

interested in donating the cost of restoration – $295 each. 

Would you like to make a donation for one as a memorial or 

personal gift for use in our liturgy?  If so, please see Fr. Gary 

or email him at frgary.ccnh@gmail.com.  If possible, we 

would like to undertake this project soon so we can have the 

complete set for use in later March for Holy Week and Easter. 
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Hard Hats & Coffee 

An Open House at our New Campus! 
 

Monday, January 29th & Saturday, February 10th 
 

Join us for an exclusive tour of Saint Patrick Academy’s 

new campus at 315 Banfield Road in Portsmouth!  Stop in 

at any point from 9AM-12Noon to meet our Head of 

School, speak with teachers and current parents, and tour 

our new state-of-the-art campus that officially opens in May 

2018 for Preschool – Grade Eight.  Now is your time to 

enroll in Catholic school! 
 

For more information, and to register, please visit 

saintpatrickacademy.org or call 603-436-0739. 

 

 
 

SPECIAL EVENT FOR MEN 
 

Why not get your Lent off to a great start, and get 

some “points to ponder” and efforts to strive to 

grow in during the days of Lent?  Our Men’s 

Ministry invites you to save the date:  Saturday, 

February 17th, to join us for A Morning 

Reflection Gathering, led by Fr. Andrew Nelson.   
 

This is the first weekend of Lent, and will offer a 

wonderful opportunity to gather for prayer, 

fellowship, and enrichment with other men in our 

parish of all ages!  Join us from 9:30 to 11:30 AM 

at our Parish Center on Woodbury Avenue for 

“Going Deeper as a Man of God.” 
 

Pre-register so we have a count by February 12th 

by calling the office at 436-4555, or email 

aa1.ccnh@gmail.com.  Flyers with more details 

are available at the church doors with a form on 

bottom to clip and drop in collection within the 

next two weeks if you prefer.  Don’t miss this 

opportunity! 
 

 

 

 
 

SEMINARIAN CORNER 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As the New Year progresses, I am called to reflect 

on the many blessings that the Lord has provided.  One 

of the greatest blessings was the overwhelming support I 

received from this parish.  Immediately upon announcing 

my residency at Vianney House, abounding love and 

support poured in from all of you. It continues to humble, 

encourage, and inspire me daily.  From the deepest 

recesses of my heart, thank you for your commitment to 

Christ and His Church.  All of you have shown your 

support in various ways, and this Christmas season was 

no exception.  I am grateful for the tremendous support I 

have been given by the parish and its faithful people. 

Your gifts helped immensely this Christmas.  I was filled 

with such joy, love, and admiration by your act of self-

less giving.  Although I may never be able to pay back 

what was afforded me, I will try!  Please know you have 

my prayers. 

                                  United in loving prayer, 

                                     Seminarian Dan Simard 
 

 

Operation Blessing News 
 

Can You Lend a Hand? 
We have been blessed with many volunteers that have 

sacrificed their time to serve our clients, but as Operation Bless-

ing grows, so does our need.  We are looking for men and women 

to volunteer their time, muscles, and friendly smiles   Our 

Business hours are Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 10AM-

12PM and 1PM-4PM or if you’re brave, 10AM-4PM !. 
 

Some areas that we are looking for help in would be: 

 Food Pantry (welcoming clients, filling food orders, re-stocking 

shelves, checking dates on product, lifting boxes) 

 Clothes Sorting (checking clothing for rips, stains, or tears, 

putting clothing on racks) 

 Repair Shop (checking electronics to ensure that they work 

properly before handing them to clients, minor repairs) 

 Truck (lifting and moving furniture – couches, dressers, small 

nightstands, etc. – we have one main driver) 

 Household (filling household orders:  blankets, pillows, towels, 

kitchen items etc.)  

 Front desk (answering phone, intake of clients, answering 

questions, SMILING) 

 Grounds Maintenance (weeding, picking up trash) 

 Painting 

 Washing Windows 

 Carpet Cleaning (vacuuming and steam cleaning) 
 

For more information, please call OB at 603-430-8561. 
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Our Mass on TV – 5
th

 Anniversary! 
 

2018 will mark the fifth anniversary of our parish Mass being 

videotaped for the homebound and those who just want to 

listen again.  Our homebound parishioners are especially 

grateful for the opportunity to watch Mass celebrated in their 

own parish.  It makes them feel included.  
 

We are so grateful to our three very dedicated volunteers who 

video tape the Mass every week to put it on TV and on our 

website for all who wish to see it.  Thank you and Happy 

Anniversary!  If you are interested in assisting our volunteers, 

no experience necessary, you will be provided excellent 

training.  Please call Rick Bean at 603-312-1111 to volunteer 

or to get more information. 
 

 

 
 

It’s time for prayer and fasting for the unborn as we 

approach Lent and 4o Days for Life.  Through the efforts of 

40 Days for Life, 13,998 babies have been saved, and we 

are now in 745 cities in the USA and 47 countries. 
 

The kickoff rally for 40DFL will be at the Greenland town 

hall parking lot on Sunday, February 11th, at 2:00 PM, 

when Fr. Gary will lead us in prayer.  On Mondays of Lent, 

our parish has been assigned to prayer outside the Joan G. 

Lovering Health center in Greenland. Why not join us at 

9AM, or you can pray from 7AM – 7PM with other 

churches on Tuesday through Friday. The Knights of 

Columbus prays on Saturdays.  For details, please call 

Jackie McCoy at 603-531-1662. 
 

Following Pope Francis’ Mission 

Portsmouth Catholic SHARE 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reflections from a 

SHARE Volunteer Case Worker 
 

“I always wonder (and worry) how our SHARE clients 

survive with such limited income, especially single 

women.  For example, this week we had four female 

clients who listed incomes ranging from $400 a month 

to $700 a month.  They get by, but barely.  I feel their 

happiness and relief when I say SHARE can help them 

with their past rent, their car repair (usually a very old 

car), an overdue utility bill, or with purchasing some 

warm coats/leggings for their children.  I like a quote 

from Pope Francis, ‘We all have the duty to do good.’  

Portsmouth SHARE is doing good, and I am blessed to 

be part of this Corpus Christi parish program.” 
 

 

January: National Slavery & Human 

Trafficking Prevention Month 
 

The U.S. federal and state governments, businesses, and 

citizens have done much to address the exploitation of persons 

through force, fraud or coercion by traffickers. However, 

much more needs to be done to eradicate human trafficking in 

the U.S. and globally. 
 

YOU can be: 

• the eyes to spot victims and abuse; 

• the voice to speak for justice for the vulnerable; 

• the hands to work to free enslaved persons. 
 

To report, call HT Hotline 888-373-7888 
 

Practical Ways to Fight Human Trafficking 
 

1.  Learn the red flags that may indicate human trafficking so 

you can help identify a potential trafficking victim.  Human 

trafficking awareness training is available for individuals, 

businesses, first responders, law enforcement, and federal 

employees.  FMI:  www.state.gov/j/tip/training/index.htm 

www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/indicators-human-trafficking 
 

2.  Keep eyes and ears open in places where trafficking may 

be happening, such as restaurants, nail salons, hospitality in-

dustry, sales crews, construction industry, agriculture, etc. Is 

the massage parlor frequented only by men?  Are there strange 

goings and comings at the house near you?  Is that teenager 

acting afraid of someone, keeping strange appointments, or 

coming home with a new unexplainable tattoo?  Talk to those 

who are serving you.  If there is reason for suspicion, call 

proper authorities. 
 

3.  Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-

373-7888 (24/7) to get help, to connect with a service provider 

in your area, to report a tip about a potential human trafficking 

incident; or learn more by requesting training, technical assis-

tance, or resources at www.humantraffickinghotline.org.  

Call federal law enforcement directly to report suspicious 

activity and get help from the Department of Homeland 

Security at 1-866- 347-2423 (24/7), or submit a tip online at 

www.ice.gov/webform/hsi-tip-form or from the U.S. Dept. of 

Justice at 1-888-428-7581 (9:00am to 5:00pm EST).  Victims, 

including undocumented individuals, are eligible for services 

and immigration assistance. 
 

4.  Be a conscientious consumer.  Certain industries have 

poor histories when it comes to child, forced, and exploited 

labor.  Check out the U.S. Dept. of Labor’s “List of Goods 

Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor” by visiting 

www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/ and 

download to your phone ILAB’s Sweat and Toil App for 1000 

pages of research.  You can discover your Slavery Footprint at 

www.slaveryfootprint.org. 
 

Informative Web Sites: 
(Each contains information related to human trafficking.) 

Human Trafficking Action 

www.humantraffickingsearch.net/take-action/ 

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 

http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/ 
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