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The Pastor’s Musings 
 

Dear Family in the Lord, 

As we move closer to the holiest week of the year and entering 

into the Paschal solemnities, today the Church celebrates “Laetare 

(Joyful) Sunday.”  The rose colored vestments underscore the joyful 

focus as we recall the “why” behind the “what” of our Lenten efforts at 

prayer, penance, and almsgiving – our desire to answer love with love – 

to re-appreciate in deeper ways the salvation won for us 

in Jesus Christ!   It’s like the pause, midpoint in the race, 

to refocus our eyes on the prize, to lift up our lagging 

spirits, renew our efforts if we’ve grown lax, and most 

especially to make concrete plans for our celebration of 

His mercy, up close and personal, when we celebrate the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, or Penance. 

St. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, (Ephesians 

2:4-10, our second reading today), sums it up rather 

succinctly and gives the essence of the reason for our joy:  “God, who 

is rich in mercy, because of the great love He had for us, even when we 

were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ – by 

grace you have been saved… this is not from you, it is a gift of God!” 

Indeed, as St. John reminds us (John 3:17):  “God did not send 

His Son into the world to condemn the world but, rather, that we might 

be saved.”  It’s all about being lifted up.  Recalling sin and examining 

one’s conscience is not about boarding the “guilt train,” but rather 

about digging deep, pulling up, handing it over, and experiencing 

resurrection – victory over sin and death, up close and personal! 

If you’ve yet to begin your Examination of Conscience and set a 

day for your Lenten confession – now’s the time!  Be joyful about the 

prospect – not fearful, hesitant, embarrassed, or any such thing – it’s 

about being lifted up, not put down!  No matter how long it’s been, 

even if you don’t have a clue about what words to use, prayers, or 

formulas!  Just come!  Start with “Father, it’s been a long time…”  

After I tell you how happy I am that you’re there, I will guide you!  The 

important thing is to prepare with a good examination of conscience.  

We have “Basic Helps to Confession” books in church that you can use 

(next to the statue of the Scourged Christ in the entry).  We have paper 

trifold examination sheets for take home in the racks at the doors. 

Prepare well!  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you! Don’t be afraid!  

It’s hard to enter in – but it is a tremendous joy to step out of the con-

fessional with all sin destroyed as Jesus extends His victory over sin 

and death to you!  Claim the reason for our joy today – make it person-

al – avail yourself of seeing the raised hand of the priest (that truly is 

the hand of Christ) and hear Christ’s words from the priest’s lips, the 

words of absolution:  “God, the Father of Mercy, through the death and 

resurrection of His Son has reconciled the world to Himself and sent 

the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins.  Through the ministry of the 

Church, may God give you pardon and peace and, I absolve you in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!” 

Now that’s a cause for joy!  Plan now to embrace His merciful 

heart and let Him embrace you!  Confessions are heard every day in 

Lent; the is schedule listed in a column elsewhere in this bulletin, but 

don’t wait too late!  The last opportunity before Easter for scheduled 

confessions will be Monday of Holy Week, March 26.  His mercy 

invites you!  Come and know the joy of complete forgiveness, and, you 

can be sure it will give me great joy to minister His mercy to you… 

so… make my day!   

With you on the Journey, 

The Week at a Glance 
 

Monday, March 12 
Bring It Home! – 5:30-7:30 PM (SPA) 
A Deeper Look at Holy Week – 7:30 PM (C) 
 

Tuesday, March 13 
A Lent to Remember – 9:00 AM (PC) 
Let’s Talk! – 6:00 PM (VH) 
A Lent to Remember – 6:30 PM (PC) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Wednesday, March 14 
Walking with Purpose – 9:30 AM (PC) 
SPA presents the Living Stations – 2 PM (C) 
Rivier Retreat – 6:30 PM (YC) 
 

Thursday, March 15 
Exposition/Adoration – 8:30AM-5PM (C) 
Walking with Purpose – 10:00 AM (PC) 
Walking with Purpose – 6:00 PM (PC) 
Thirsty Thursday – 6:00 PM (VH) 
Contemporary Group Practice – 7PM (CLL) 
Televised Parish Mass – 7 PM, Channel 98 
 

Friday, March 16 
Stations of the Cross – 8:30 AM (C) 
Middle School Fun Night – 6:00 PM (YC) 
Italian Class – 7:00 PM (SO) 
Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM (C) 
 

Saturday, March 17 
Rosary – 3:30 PM (C) 
 

Sunday, March 18 
Children’s Dismissal – during 8:30 Mass (C) 
First Eucharist Class – 10:00 AM (SPA) 
Televised Parish Mass – 10 AM, Channel 98 
RCIA – 11:30 AM (PC) 
Music Ministry Rehearsal – 11:45AM (C) 
Choir Practice Spanish Mass – 1:00 PM (CLL) 
Rosary – 1:30 PM (C) 
Spanish Mass – 2:00 PM (C) 
Lenten Lamentations – 6:00 PM (C) 

 
KEY: 
At 98 Summer Street: 
C = Church 
CLL = Lower Level of Church 
VH = Vianney House (rectory next to Church) 
 

At 845 Woodbury Ave: 
PC = Parish Center (lower level of former church) 
PO = Parish Office (former rectory) 
YC = Youth Center (lower level of office) 
 

On Austin Street: 
SPA = St. Patrick Academy 
SO = SHARE Office (lower level Vianney House) 
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Intentions For Holy Mass 
 

Monday  MAR 12 Lenten Feria (weekday) 

   8:00AM   Gregory Guerra, by Corpus Christi Parish 

   Collection Counting Ministry 
 

   7:00PM   Colleen, George, and Glen MacDonald, 

   by Chandra Sheehan 
 

Tuesday  MAR 13 Lenten Feria 

   8:00AM   Mary Demars, by her estate 
 

 12:10PM   Suzanne Bove, by Pat & Don Lane 
 

Wednesday MAR 14 Lenten Feria 

   8:00AM   Anna & Erminio Ricci, by their Family 
 

   7:00PM   Kathleen M Morrissey, by her Family 
 

Thursday  MAR 15 Lenten Feria 

   8:00AM   Anne Parmentola, by her Daughter 
 

 12:10PM   Kenneth Bowlen, by Martin Burns 
 

Friday  MAR 16 Lenten Feria 

   8:00AM   Mary Mills Allen, by Anne McCooey 
 

   7:00PM   Pro Populo (For our Parish Family) 
 

Saturday  MAR 17 St. Patrick 

   8:00AM  Margaret & Patrick Corless, 

  by Annie Osborn 
 

  Vigil – 5
th

 Sunday of Lent 

   4:00PM   Michael O’Keefe, 

   by Paul & Josephine Russo 
 

Sunday  MAR 18 5
th

 Sunday of Lent 

   8:30AM   Ruth & Neil Plaisted, by their Daughter 
 

 10:30AM  Ed Huntress, by the Knights of Columbus 
 

   2:00PM  in Spanish Celebrant’s Intention 
 

   4:30PM   J. Arthur Laroche, by his wife Lorraine 

   and Family 
 

To schedule Mass intentions or for sacramental 

records, please see Marilyn Chavez at the parish 

office, 845 Woodbury Avenue, or call 436-4555. 
 

Our reflection 

of God’s generosity to us! 
 

Weekend of March 3/4, 2018 
 

 Envelopes/EFT $   11,335.00 

 Loose $   2,452.38 

 Total $ 13,787.38 
 

Last weekend 250 envelope/33 Online Giving users 

contributed 82 % of our income. 
 

Poor Box Donations $ 897.00 

Church in East Europe & Africa $ 1,430.00 

Fuel Collection $ 1,477.00 
 

 

LENT 2018 
Go deeper! 

Make this a Lent to remember! 
 

A number of opportunities for prayer and enrichment 

are offered to you in our parish community this year.  

We urge you to live this Lent like never before! 
 

WEEKLY LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Weekday Mass 
 

Two options are offered each day to give everyone an 

opportunity to join us a few times a week: 
 

  8:00 AM ~ Monday through Saturday 
 

12:10 PM ~ Tuesday, Thursday 
 

  7:00 PM ~ Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Using different reflections each week, we will pray the 

stations each Friday at 8:30 AM and again at 7:30 PM. 
 

Lenten Lamentations 
 

Tonight and next Sunday, we will gather for this half 

hour of sung reflective prayer and Benediction focused 

on the Passion of Christ, at 6:00 PM in IC Church.  This 

service is in the style of the Advent Evensong we offered 

this year.   
 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for those who 

would like to come early for personal prayer at 5:30 PM, 

and will remain exposed after the devotion until 7 PM, 

for those who may wish to linger.  Confessions will be 

heard from 5:30 to 5:50 and then again after the service. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Monday – Saturday, 7:00 – 7:55 AM 

Thursdays, 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

The 3:00 PM Hour of Mercy will be observed each 

Thursday before the Blessed Sacrament.  A meditation 

from St. Faustina’s Diary and the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy will be included.  This will be our weekly 

intercession, united with all praying and fasting with the 

40 Days for Life Campaign across our nation. 
 

Confessions 
 

Monday – Saturday after 8 AM Mass 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 6:30 PM 

Tuesday & Thursday after 12:10 Mass 

Saturday at 3 PM 

Sunday at 3:45 PM 

Sunday before/after 6 PM Lamentations 
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Parish News 
 

NEW!   Holy Week Series 
All are welcome to any or all talks on Mondays after the 

7:00 PM Mass.  This Monday, Fr. Gary will explore the 

Liturgy of the Easter Vigil.  Go deeper in your understanding 

of and appreciation for these most stirring celebrations of the 

whole Liturgical year. (The talk will be from 7:30 to 8:15 PM 

in the church.) 
 

NEW!   Recently Baptized 
We warmly welcome Emilie Kubesch Raizes, who was 

given new life through water and the Holy Spirit in our parish 

community!  To her parents and godparents we extend our 

congratulations and prayerful support as they live out the 

commitment they made to be “the first teachers of these 

children in the ways of faith.”  In the words of the rite, “may 

they be the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith in 

what they say and do.” 
 

NEW!   Called Home to the Lord 
We remember in prayer the repose of the soul(s) of 

Barbara Robbins, whose Funeral Mass was recently cele-

brated in our parish.  To her family we extend our heartfelt 

sympathy and prayerful support as well. 
 

NEW!   Parish Mission Coming in May! 
Our Parish Mission for 2018 will take place this coming 

May and will focus on going deeper in our understanding of 

the role of our Blessed Mother in salvation history and in our 

spiritual lives.  We will welcome a Marian Father from the 

Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge, MA, Father David 

Gunter, for nightly Mission Talks from May 6th to 9th at 

7:00 PM.  Father will be here the weekend prior to introduce 

the Mission in the homily of each Mass.  Spread the word!  

More details to come after Easter. 
 

NEW!   Casino Trip 
Corpus Christi Parish will be sponsoring a bus trip to 

Foxwood Casino in Connecticut on Friday, April 6th.  To 

sign up, call Marilyn Chavez at 436-0344.  The cost is just 

$35.00 per person (non-refundable) and includes a surprise 

package when you arrive.  Call soon to reserve a spot for this 

parish FUNdraiser! 
 

NEW!   Traveling Vocation Icon 
This week, the Reardon Family will receive 

the Icon of Jesus Knocking at the Door into their 

home and intercede in a special way for Joe, Dan, 

and all in formation, for those discerning, and for 

many vocations to rise up from our community. 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, March 11  5:30-7:00 PM (SPS) 

Monday, March 12  5:30-7:30 PM (SPS) 
 

 

 

Let’s Talk Night Coming! 
Who’s this for?  You, if you were away from the prac-

tice of your Catholic faith for a while and have recently 

returned, or someone you know who might be interested 

in taking another look and give consideration to “coming 

home.”  Pray about who to invite!  Show them this! 
 

What’s it about?  Informal simple Lenten meal, fellow-

ship, opportunity to ask any questions, and hear about 

how others have made their way back to a deeper and 

more life enriching faith, not simply things to be done or 

avoided.  We will simply have an opportunity to get to 

know one another a little better and share insights. 
 

What happens after that night?  Fr. Gary will ask for 

topics those attending would like to see explored further. 

After Easter he will offer a series of enrichment nights to 

explore these topics. 
 

Where? When? This Tuesday, March 13
th

, at 6:00 PM 
at Vianney House, (at the rectory next door to the church, 

98 Summer St.).  Just ring the front door bell. 
 

Want to come?  Please call Fr. Gary at 436-4555, x125 

or email him at frgary.ccnh@gmail.com and give him 

your choice of date.  RSVP by tonight for this Tuesday! 

 

Easter Food Baskets 
Flyers at the church doors describe this wonderful tradition.  This 

is a great way to bring the faith into family as you put a basket 

together with the kids, teaching them all the symbols of the 

various foods.  We offer a special Blessing of the Baskets on 

Holy Saturday (March 31st) at 4:00 PM at the Lord’s Tomb in 

Immaculate Conception Church.  Take a flyer and consider it! 
 

Easter Bunny Candy 
We got word that the “Easter Bunny” is once again planning a 

visit to Portsmouth, at 10:00 AM on Saturday, March 31st!  He 

could use our help to have lots and lots of eggs full of candy to 

leave all over the grounds at 845 Woodbury 

Avenue.  Could you help him out?  Please bring 

your egg-filler candy donations to the parish 

office this week, or bring them with you to Mass 

next weekend and leave them in the boxes 

marked “Easter Bunny.”  All candy must be 

small enough to fit inside plastic eggs and individually wrapped 

please.  The deadline to drop off candy donations is this 

Wednesday!  If you’d like to help to stuff eggs, please call 

Shirley at 207-451-9483.  Thank you! 
 

Easter Flower Offerings 
As we’re sure you remember, the simplicity and starkness of the 

Lenten environment of our church will give way to magnificent 

splendor for the glory of God when we enter into Holy Week with 

Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, the Garden Tomb, and then the 

Solemnity of Easter and the following 50 days of the Easter 

Season.  As in the past, we have envelopes at the doors for those 

who would like to support this effort. Offerings can be made in 

memory of departed loved ones.  The names will be listed in the 

Easter bulletin, and their souls remembered in the Masses of the 

Easter Octave (from Easter Day to Divine Mercy Sunday).  

Simply drop in the collection at Mass or through Online Giving 

by March 19th.  Thanks!   

mailto:frgary.ccnh@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/waitingfortheword/5560612023/&ei=AldrVPDOM4iZyQTGm4HoBg&bvm=bv.79908130,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNExEnmGJfSPVtSN0uimC3quldqOlQ&ust=1416406993552802
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Frasatti Fraternity 
 

 
 

If you are a 20 or 30 something year old guy… 

join us for our next get together! 
 

We will gather for dinner and reflection on what 

constitutes being a man who is strong, loving, and 

wise in today’s world – as St. Paul says we are 

called to be, on Thursday, March 15th, at 6 PM 

at Vianney House, the rectory next door to the 

church at 98 Summer Street. 
 

Whether we are single, married, engaged, feeling called to 

the priesthood, or discerning careers and other major life 

issues – all of us have that call to be authentic men of 

God!  So much can work against it!  It’s easy to get 

sucked in or sheepishly go along.  Join us as we share 

insights in how we can all “man up” to the challenge of 

discipleship, no matter where God places us! 
 

RSVP by this Tuesday, March 13th, to Fr. Gary so we 

will have a dinner count – frgary.ccnh@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
Divine Mercy Novena 

As in the past few years, we will once again be praying 

the Divine Mercy Novena from Good Friday to the 

Saturday before the Feast of Divine Mercy (March 30 to 

April 7).  Red brochures with chaplet and day novena 

prayers will be available at the entrances of the church 

later this month.  You could pray individually, uniting 

yourself with our community at prayer, as a family, or, if 

able, join us for the daily communal Novena prayers:   

Good Friday 3PM,  Holy Saturday 9AM, Easter Sunday 

7PM, then after a special 7PM Mass Monday through 

Friday (April 2-6) and on Saturday, April 7, after 8AM 

Mass.  The Feast of Divine Mercy will be observed on 

April 8th with Solemn Mass at 10:30 AM and Devotions 

at 3:00 PM, with Confessions before and after.  Spread 

the word! 

 

 
 

St. Patrick Academy 

5K Clover Run 
 

For the very first time, the Clover Run will be held on 

St. Patrick’s Day!  Join St. Patrick Academy for its 5th 

Annual Clover Run 5K, beginning at 10:30 AM on 

Saturday, March 17th.  The family-friendly 5K will 

start and finish at the school’s new campus, located at 

315 Banfield Road in Portsmouth.  Wear green and St. 

Patrick’s Day fun attire! 

Call the school to register, 603-436-0739, or let us 

know if your company would like to sponsor the race and 

get your logo on the back of the t-shirt. 
 

 

Meatless Fridays 
All Fridays of Lent are days of simple meals and 

abstinence from meat for all ages 14 and over.  This 

penitential act is a universal practice of the Church in 

these days of Lent.  Voluntary days of fasting can also be 

embraced as you choose, with savings from lesser food 

taken being shared with those in need as an act of 

Lenten almsgiving. In our parish, you can SHARE your 

alms through the poor box, at the church doors each 

weekend, which will help our outreach to those in need 

through our Portsmouth Catholic SHARE program. 
 

 
Looking To Easter Weekend 

 

Remember, on the weekend of Easter Sunday we 

do not follow the usual weekend schedule, but 

rather: 
 

Easter Vigil Liturgy 
7:30 PM  (no 4:00 PM Mass, no Confessions) 

Easter Day Liturgy 
  8:00 AM 

  9:30 AM (Solemn Mass with Choir) 

11:00 AM 

  2:00 PM Spanish Mass 

(No Mass at 4:30 PM, no Confessions at 3:45 PM)  
 

The Divine Mercy Novena and Benediction will 

be at 7:00 PM on Easter day. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.divinemercy.com.au/images/dmfrontimage250b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.divinemercy.com.au/&h=250&w=203&tbnid=LIuqDQba6gprVM:&zoom=1&docid=TzFfnkLaHfROgM&hl=en&ei=8PEBVavmIYGpgwSYn4GoAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEQQMygSMBI
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    Paul  Stutzman 
Adventurer, Author, Seeker 

 

Have you ever wanted to just walk away from life?  Paul 
actually did, and in the process, walked to new life.  Life rarely 
turns out the way we plan; instead, everything depends on 
how we react to its twists and turns.  After losing his wife of 
32 years to cancer, Paul was seeking to put his life back 
together.  What began as a pursuit to find peace, evolved into 
a journey that he never could have imagined.  
 

Through a journey of Faith, Paul’s ordinary life 
transformed into one of amazing adventure as he hiked the 
entire Appalachian Trail, biked across America, paddled the 
Mississippi and trekked through the Holy Land and the 
Camino de Santiago. Along the way Paul found new purpose, 
– and God gave him a new life. 
 

Inspired to share the treasures of his adventures, and his 
journey, Paul’s become an accomplished writer and highly 
acclaimed inspirational speaker across the country. His books 
include Hiking Through, Biking Across America, Stuck in the 
Weeds, and most recently, The 13th Disciple.  All of his books 
will be available for purchase and signing after each 
presentation.  FMI about Paul: www.PaulStutzman.com. 
 

Paul Stutzman on Living the Dream 
Adventurer, Author, Seeker 

 

Saturday April 14th 
The Music Hall Loft, 131 Congress Street, Portsmouth 

 

2 UNIQUE PRESENTATIONS: 

2:00 PM Paul shares how Faith transformed his ordinary life 

into one of adventure and writing as he journeys 
down the new path God has laid before him. 

8:00 PM Paul brings you right into his amazing travel 

adventures!  Sharing how his sojourns across the 
country and around the world have brought him a 
new life and now success as an inspirited author 
and inspiring speaker. 

 

Tickets are $15 for the General Public and there is an 
additional $5 charge when ordering online, however there is 
a $5 discount for all parish members when they use the 
discount code:  "inspire" 
 

The Men’s Ministry of Corpus Christi Parish is thrilled to be 
bringing Paul to Portsmouth.  Come experience him on the 
intimate stage of the Loft, and let yourself be inspired and 
uplifted in ways you never could have imagined! 

 

Following Pope Francis’ Mission 

Portsmouth Catholic SHARE 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

One Paycheck Away From Homelessness  
 

Although statistics vary, most financial experts agree 

that a significant number of Americans (e.g., 7 out of 

10) live paycheck to paycheck and have limited or no 

savings.  What happens when there is an unexpected 

job loss or a medical emergency?  Unfortunately, some 

of our SHARE clients are part of these numbers.  For 

example, one of our recent clients, a woman in her late 

50’s, had a steady job for 16 years as an office clerk 

for a local doctor. He retired, and she was out of work. 

Without a paycheck, she soon was homeless and living 

in her car.  She is now living in Crossroads Homeless 

Shelter and is working very hard to change her home-

lessness status.  SHARE was able to help repair her 

car, so she could get to her two part-time jobs and to 

her computer classes.  This client is eager to move into 

new directions, and SHARE is confident that she will 

succeed. 

Thank you, Corpus Christi Parishioners, 

for supporting SHARE. 
 

 

20/20 WINNER$ 
 

$25 Winners ~ Weeks 1-4 
 

 # 198 Mary Andrews 

 # 104 Dave & Maggie Stoltz 
 

 #   81 Greg & Linda Molda 

 #   91 Peter Tutinas 
 

 # 164 Ruby Sequeira 

 #   63 Conni & Charlie Lawrence 
 

 # 187 Mike Bilodeau 

 # 101 Faith Gowen 
 

 

Sanctuary Lamp & Votives 
 

The sanctuary lamp will burn this week in 

memory of Jeannette Dowd, as requested by 

Nancy & Kearn Knowles. 
 

The votives at the Mary altar will burn for Jill 

Armitage, as requested by her husband Phil. 
 

At the St. Joseph altar, the votives will burn in 

loving memory of Michael Thomas Barrett, 

requested by his family. 
 


