
Men’s Ministry Mission Trip Updates 
 

While on the Mission trip to Guayaquil, Ecuador, David Gutierrez sent the parish daily updates on the work 

they were doing there, along with some great photos, below! 

 

 

All, 
 

We arrived safely late last night in 

Ecuador.  Today, Sunday, we met with 

everyone at Damien House.  We also 

drove out to the poorest part of 

Guayaquil to meet with Sister Gladys  
 

All of donations of money and supplies 

have been a huge success.  Simple 

toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, pencils 

and paper are sorely needed.  
 

We begin the hard work on Monday,  

breaking into 3 teams to install lights, 

paint rooms and build a playground.  
 

More pictures to follow.  
 

Thank you very much for your support 

and thoughts and prayers today.  We 

feel your spirit and are all striving to 

put our Faith in Action 

 

 

 

Today we started working in earnest.  We 

broke into 3 Teams. Alan Vangile and 

Roy Helsel installed an entire row of new 

lights and emergency lights.  They were 

terrific in working on an unknown 

electrical wiring and circuit breakers 

safely and successfully! 
 

Pat Larkin,  Rudy Weichert and Mike 

Jarosz attacked painting 2 large dorm 

rooms. It was extremely hot and tedious 

work but they finished 2 with 3 more to 

go tomorrow! 
 

Tiny Lumpkin and I travelled to Una Sola 

Fuerza and met a metal fabricator to buy 

the metal to build swing set, monkey bars 

and seesaws.  We cleared stones and 

began to prepare the schoolyard for these 

items.  Long, hot work for everyone but 

we're all forging into a great Team and 

feeling like we're making a contribution.  
 

Thank you very much for your prayers and I'll update you again tomorrow.  Gracias a Dios.  



All 
 

What a wonderful day.  Everyone buckled down and we pushed to 

complete all the room painting and additional lighting.  
 

It was the hottest day so far and 3 of us were out at Una Sola Fuerza 

to continue the construction of the playground.  
 

I can't tell you how great it was to work with the neighborhood 

children all eager to participate.  They picked up rocks, raked, 

shoveled and just about anything we asked them to do. 
 

The swing set is built and cemented into deep holes for stability.  

The teetertotter and monkey bars are being welded tomorrow. The 

plan is to have the families all join us on Thursday to complete the 

construction and have a small celebration.  
 

It continues to be a blessing to see our Team work together and I'm 

proud of how our parish is represented to Damien House and Una 

Sola Fuerza.  
 

Thank you very much for your continued prayers.  God bless. 

 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Each day just keeps bringing us all closer to each other,  our Brothers and Sisters in 

Ecuador and to our Faith. This morning was supposed to be a relaxed morning spending time with the Residents 

of Damien House.   But, in true Ecuadorian fashion,  they shyly asked if we could do just "a few more things." 
 

There was a 6th room needing painting,  another set of lights to install,  

several fallen ceiling tiles to replace and 2 massive,  medical beds to 

be maneuvered into two, small rooms, down narrow hallways. 
 

We finished in time to wolf down a late lunch and then drove as a 

Group to Una Sola Fuerza. We were greeted at the Nutrition Center,  a 

simple cinder block building run by Sister Fanny.  Here, they have a 

program for elders, a knitting program for women and a nutritional 

program for young families. 
 

Representatives from the local government welcomed us along with 

the mothers and lots of toddlers.  In one of the most touching moments 

of the trip, they began handing out the school supplies we had brought,  

to each child.  It was like Christmas.  Or maybe even,  manna from 

heaven.  The gratitude was sincere and many toddlers were handed to 

us to hug and kiss. 
 

As if that wasn't enough,  we went into another room where the Elders 

program welcomed us and we celebrated Father's Day with cake and 

punch.  
 

Then, we drove to another section of the neighborhood  (built over 

recovered swamp land) where we met Sister Gladys who runs a women's sewing enterprise.  Here, women 

young and old, sew uniforms, shirts and many clothing items to sell in a co-op.  Amazing stories as they try to 

rise from dire poverty. 
 

A long, long hot and emotional day.  And I won't tell you all about our briefest of stops at the Playground to 

check on it's status; more on that, tomorrow.  Anyway,  as always we all feel the spirit of your prayers and 

tearfully witness your contributions and gifts go directly into the hands of the needy. 
 

Thank you very much,  God bless you and more on what will be a crescendo of events as we turn towards our 

remaining days in Guayaquil. 



 

Good morning, All.  Yesterday was a special day. 
 

We traveled out into the countryside to visit a small hamlet called El Rincon  (the Corner).  It sits surrounded by 

rice paddies where Hansen disease bacteria flourished.  30 years ago,  60% of the population had leprosy in one 

stage or another.  But, because of the work of Sister Annie and the Damien House staff, and with the 

tremendous efforts from a single villager named Teresa, this rate has dropped off to 10%. 
 

Teresa was one of the surgical patients last year with Deacon Jim Wilton's medical mission along with 3 others 

from Rincon.  It was an emotional reunion for Alan Vangile, Tony Lumpkin, and I who were part of that 

Mission.  
 

We also visited the village school house and taught English to the grade schoolers!  In the afternoon, we 

traveled back to Una Sola Fuerza to see the playground.  It was beautiful!!!!  The swings, monkey bars, and 

seesaws were just about all finished moments before we arrived and kids, mothers, and volunteers were busy 

painting, moving rocks, and adding finishing touches.  We all gathered in a circle, held hands and prayed long 

and earnestly over the playground.  It's was a special moment for everyone.  
 

This playground is a dream come true for Sister Fanny and Gladys and Una Sola Fuerza.  It's the only 

playground in this massive invasion community and had filled with children laughing and playing when we left.  

Our Parish is directly responsible for helping bring this ray of light into an area where there is much darkness.  
 

Continuing gratitude for your prayers, tomorrow is our final day here and it will be a very emotional day as we 

say goodbye. 

 

 
 



All 
 

Today, was our final day in Guayaquil.  We started, as always, by greeting and being greeted by the Residents 

and Staff at Damien House. They had prepared a simple and delicious breakfast of empanadas (meat filled, fried 

pastries) especially for us.   
 

We all then attended a morning Mass at the tiny chapel at Damien House. The Readings, Responsorial and 

Gospel took on special meaning as we knelt beside the Residents.  The Padre, spoke of our being One Family 

and blessed our Group.  
 

After Mass came the most emotional moment of the entire trip.  We gathered in the center of Damien House 

and sat as all the Residents and Staff said thank you. One by one, they stood (if they could) and talked of what 

our presence this week has meant to them.  They gave each Team member a handmade gift and spoke to us 

from the heart.  We were all now part of the Damien House Family.  They promised to pray every single day for 

us, our family & friends and Corpus Christi parish. Their doors and hearts and arms will always be open to us. 

There were many,  many, many tears and hugs and kisses between us. 
 

We took turns saying thank you and goodbye.  I think our entire Mission was summarized best, by Mike Jarosz 

when he tearfully said, "I see the workings of the Holy Spirit here at Damien House, as clearly as I can see the 

hand in front of my face," 
 

Father Gary, CC+MM, and Corpus Christi parish,  you have all been in our hearts and minds and prayers this 

week. We thank you for your prayers and support throughout this Mission.  Our hope is that you have felt what 

we have felt and in some small way, experienced what we have experienced. 
 

Thank you, and may God bless our entire Family. 

 

 


